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INTRODUCTORY.

N planning for the celebration of the Centennial of the

First Cornwall s Baptist Church, it was deemed wise

to have the proceedings published. Accordingly the

undersigned were appointed a committee to oversee

the work. After some time, which has been spent in

gathering material, the work has been done, and is

sent forth in the hope that it may contribute to the

interest and profit of all who read it. The purpose of

the committee has been two-fold, first to put into the hands of

the present generation facts in connection with the sources of

the church s life ; and secondly to preserve these facts for future

generations.

The publishers are indebted to a number of the members of

the church, and to brethren outside, for valuable assistance. Of
the latter Dr. S. B. Kempton has contributed the sketch of the

deceased deacons
;
Rev. Alfred Chipman that of the Berwick

church
;
Mr. M. F. McCutcheon, the Billtown church

;
Mr. W.

M. Sanford the Pereaux church
; and Dr. Edwin Crowell, the

Canning Church. The chapter on Old Time Customs is from

Dr. J. H. Saunders. As history is largely a biography of men,
the committee has endeavoured to emphasize the lives of those

who have filled the prominent places. But they are conscious

that many the pastors and deacons wives, the S. S. Superin
tendents and teachers, the mothers, and the members who have

given of their time, money and prayers in the church s interests

have had to be omitted. The complete record, however, is on

high, and some day it will be manifest.

R. E. RAND,

A. S. MCDONALD,
F. H. BEALS.









CHAPTER I.

THE CENTENNIAL SERVICES.

HE First Cornwallis Baptist Church celebrated the

looth Anniversary of its organization on Sunday
and Monday, September ist and 2nd, 1907.

The first service was held on Sunday at 1 1

o clock a. m. The day was fine and the congre

gation large. The pastor, Rev. F. H. Beals, con

ducted the service. An old folks choir sang

very effectively the old tunes. The Scriptures

were read by Dr. J. W. Manning, and Rev. J. F. Eaton offered

prayer. A solo was finely rendered by Mrs. R. D. G. Harris.

Dr. W. B. Boggs preached the centenary sermon, which in both

spirit and matter might serve as a model for the new century
The text was Eph. 3:21

&quot; Unto him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all

ages.&quot; Following is a brief synopsis
of the sermon :

A hundred years in the life of a church ! How much it includes !

What events it recalls ! How many individual and family histories

are embraced in it ! What memories it awakens !

The review of the century calls back the pastors, revered and he-

loved, who in this place, through long years, proclaimed the word of

the Lord and fed the church, led them in Christian service, guided the

young, comforted the afflicted, and turned many to righteousness.
We see also in thought the venerable men and women who here served

their generation by the will of God, and long since fell asleep in Christ.

We think also of those who have gone forth from this church into the

world s wide fields of usefulness, and have served God faithfully.
Honored names are recalled of those whose early home and religious

training were here.

For the century s record we thank God.

God glorified in the Church is our theme to-day. In this outburst

(7)



(V One Hundred Years with Cornwallis Baptists.

of exultant praise the apostle exclaims, &quot;Unto Him be the glory in the

church.&quot;

The church is God s own chosen and prepared agency to show forth

His glory on earth. As the moon reflects the glory of the sun, so the

church reflects the glory of God. Here His nature and attributes are

seen in His people. Where else on earth can be seen so distinctly the

yearning, self-sacrificing, world-embracing love of God !

The church is the holiest body the world has ever known. It is to

the church of Christ that all men look for righteousness and truth. It

stands for Avhatsoever is true and honorable and just and pure and

lovely and of good report.

The church is the most permanent institution the world has ever

seen.
&quot; Oh, where are kings and empires now,

Of old that went and came :

But Lord Thy church is praying yet
A thousand years the same.&quot;

From age to age the church s witness for God continues.

And this high function will be prolonged in the ages to come ; for

it is through the church that the principalities and powers in the

heavenly places shall know the manifold wisdom of God. (Eph. 3: 10.)

That unto God there may be glory in the church three things at

least are essential.

1. FIDELITY TO THE TRUTH. How frequently the apostles in

writing to the churches dwell on the great importance of maintaining
sound doctrine ! With strongest emphasis they utter their warning
against any departure from that which had been delivered to the

churches at the first. This system of truth, at first spoken by the

Lord and confirmed by them that heard Him, was committed to the

church as a precious trust, to be carefully guarded and faithfully

administered.

If we enquire why soundness of doctrine should be so urgently in

sisted on by the apostles, three reasons at least may be given :

(1) Because the truth embodied in the teachings of Christ

and His apostles cannot be modified without marring it.

It cannot be improved. Deterioration and corruption
have been the result of all .attempts in this line.

(2) Because of the direct and powerful bearing of doctrine

on character. Doctrine determines life. The teachings
of Christ received into the heart produce Christliko

character.
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(3) Because it is the unchanged gospel which turns men to

God and salvation. Whether in these home-lands or

abroad in the great pagan nations it is the old gospel
which wins hearts and transforms lives ; the same truths

which wrought such wonders in Jerusalem, in Corinth,

in Rome. Those bodies of Christians which have adul

terated the gospel of Christ have not much to do with

the evangelization of the world. Far be the day when
there shall be any departure in our ministers or our

churches, from the faith once for all delivered to the

saints !

2. HOLINESS OF LIFE. Doctrinal orthodoxy is not enough : there

must be orthodoxy of character. No more strenuously do the apostles
insist on sound teaching than they do on holy living. It is not sinless

perfection that I am advocating, or that which is visionary and im

practicable ;
it is just the purity of heart and the righteousness of life

which the word of God constantly demands. Thus the apostle Paul

prays for the Philippian church ; that ye may be sincere and void of

offence unto the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteous
ness which are through Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.&quot;

(Phil. 1 : 10, 11). And Peter thus &quot;

Wherefore, beloved, give diligence,

that ye may be found in peace, without spot and blameless in His

sight,&quot; (II Peter 3:14).

Is it not unto holiness that we have been called ? For what is our

election ?
&quot; Foreordained to be conformed to the image of His Son.&quot;

(Rom. 8:29) ;

&quot; Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of

the world, that we should be holy and without blemish before Him in

love.&quot; (Eph. 1 : 4).

Surely we are not willing to say that it is only when we get beyond
the reach of temptation, after we arrive in glory, that the grace of God
can succeed in making us holy. That is not saying much for His grace.

No, that grace is sufficient for us even here, in this scene of conflict.

We can be overcomers now. The Saviour s real presence with us in

our daily walk and work and waiting is not a dream of the mystics.
It is the high privilege of every child of God. Let us not be satisfied

with any low level. Let us not tolerate any known sin. We glorify
God in proportion to the godliness of our lives.

Let us make God first, not only in our hearts and individual lives,

but also in our families.. By the neglect of household religion many a

family is growing worldly. The young people are in danger of being
carried away in the mad race for pleasure. He who lets the family
altar go down does so at the peril of his house. Let the grateful praises
of the household ascend before God &quot; as incense and the setting forth

of prayer as the evening sacrifice&quot;; that &quot;our sons may be as plants
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grown up in their youth, and our daughters as corner stones, polished
after the similitude of a palace.&quot;

3. FAITHFUL SERVICE. However sound in doctrine and blame
less in life the members of Christ s church may be, if they are keeping
the treasures of the gospel to themselves they are not giving to God
the glory which is His due. If their outlook is bounded by their own
surroundings, and their sympathies are limited to their own people,

they have not partaken deeply of the spirit of Christ. The church, in

order to glorify God, must fulfill in the world the great work which
the Lord has committed to her. The gospel is to be preached in all the

world, &quot;unto obedience of faith among all the nations, for His Name s

sake.&quot; (Bom. 1 :5.) And the church is the appointed agency for this

mightiest enterprise of the ages : and this is her supreme work. Na
tions and tribes transformed by the gospel and grace of God from bar

barism and idolatry to Christian civilization and goodness, and multi

tudes of souls gathered from the east and from the west, from the

north and from the south, into the Kingdom of heaven, are surely for

the glory of God.

How many and vast and needy are the fields calling for Christian

service ! In this wide Dominion, from ocean to ocean, scores of thou

sands from foreign lands are making new homes for themselves. And
they are in need of the pure gospel above all things else. And then

among the teeming myriads of ancient idolatrous India what a field

has been committed to us ! We are debtors to all of them to give them
the gospel. In doing this we shall glorify God.

To-day we turn our faces towards another century. As its stately

portals swing open, and we think of all the possibilities which it may
hold for this church, for the world, and for the Kingdom of Christ, the

profound emotion of our hearts finds utterance in the cry :

&quot; Oh God, our help in ages past ;

Our hope for years to come.&quot;

May this church bring an ever-increasing revenue of glory to God !

May it always have a ministry absolutely true to Christ s gospel !

May the men who stand in this pulpit in the decades arid generations
to come be as immovable as Blomidon in their adherence to &quot; the faith

once for all delivered to the saints,&quot; and as open to all God s truth as

the flowers to the sunshine and the rain !

May the members, &quot;

walking in the fear of God and the comfort of

the Holy Ghost,&quot; be built up a spiritual house, to show forth God s

praises till time shall be no more. Amen.

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE.

The second service was held on Sunday evening at 7.30
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o clock. A representative congregation filled the house, and the

old tunes were again sung. Dr. W. B. Boggs and Rev. Alfred

Chipman assisted in the preliminary exercises. A powerful

missionary address founded on Num. 23 : 23 &quot;What hath God

wrought,&quot; was delivered by Dr. J. W. Manning. From this ex

haustive treatment of missions during the last century we give

the following :

Just fifteen years ago it was our privilege to celebrate the centen

ary of modern missions, and 1792 is a year to be remembered by every
Christian. It is a date from which to reckon forward and backward.
It may well stand with A. D. 44 when the Holy Ghost said,

&quot;

Separate
Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereto I have called them,&quot; or

A. D. 53, when in vision Paul was called to lay the foundation of the

gospel in heathen Europe.

Before this, attempts to evangelize the world had been few, feeble

and far apart. There had been no uprising and onset of the Christian

church. Kings and trading companies were movers or promoters, and

political and commercial considerations held a prominent place. But
now came an entire change. The tide set in an entirely different

direction.

Whatever has been accomplished since can be traced to forces

which began to operate a little more than one hundred years ago.
And in all that momentous period Win. Carey is easily not only the

chief figure, but the efficient cause under (rod of the surprising changes
brought to pass. We can speak of the Carey epoch with as much pro
priety as of the Luther reformation, and he can as fitly be termed the

apostle of modern missions as Paul the apostle of the Gentiles, or

Augustine, apostle to the Britons, or Boniface, apostle to the Germans.

It is true that as early as 1701 the S. P. G. was established in Eng
land, receiving a royal charter by William III, though it is hard to

discover the missionary feature of this society.

And it is true also that in 1705 a mission was established by the

King of Denmark at Tranquebar in Southern India. In a sense that

mission seemed to meet with great success, for it numbered its con
verts by thousands, but it had one fatal defect, for it sought to graft

Christianity into the alien tree of an Indian caste. It allowed the

Brahmin to remain a Brahmin and compelled the Sudra to remain a
Sudra. That mission had about run its course.

It is also true that in 1733 the Spirit of Christ stirred the hearts of

the Moravian Christians and impelled them to establish a mission in

Greenland and elsewhere.
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But between these and other movements antedating them, and
that which is thrilling through the churches to-day, no real historical

connection can be traced.

Dr. Anderson, the late time-honored secretary of the A. B. C. F.

M., tells us (and he is good authority) &quot;that the missionary develop
ment in its modern form runs back to another root and had its begin

ning in another source. The root and source was the heart of William

Carey. His heart was the home of a design no narrower than the

world. Christ s great commission had buried itself there, and he can

not contract that great word &quot;all the world&quot; within the boundary of

a single parish, nor even to those of the British Islands. This great

thought of William Carey grew and spread. Other hearts were stirred

with its celestial ferment, and in 1792 the Baptist Missionary Society
in England was established. That is the seed out of which for all

Protestantism, excepting the Moravian and possibly the High Church

Episcopalians, our great modern missionary enterprise has sprung.
And in the way of results, financial and otherwise, what have we to

show ? It was but 13 2s 6d which was subscribed at the formation
of that early society in 1792. To-day the income from Protestant mis
sions alone (Europe and America) was nearly $20,000,000. One hun
dred years ago there were scarcely more than twenty missionary sta

tions and about the same number erf missionaries, and about one
thousand converts. There are now more than five thousand stations

and sixteen thousand out-stations. These stations are manned by
nearly 15,000 missionaries (men and women) and there are about 75,000

native helpers and other workers, making a total of 90,000 Christian

missionary workers in the field to-day.

To-day the Word of God may be read by three-fourths of the

entire population of the globe in their own tongues.

There are to-day more than 2,000,000 Protestant communicants
in the foreign field. The number called home cannot be tabulated,

and there are probably from 2,000,000 to 10,000,000 more who have been

won from paganism and are nominal Christians, many of whom may
become real ere long.

Last year more than 100,000 joined different Protestant

churches. More than 1,000,000 students are found in the schools and

colleges of the foreign mission field.

One million patients and more are annually treated in mission

hospitals and dispensaries.

Hundreds and thousands of starving Hindus and Moslems are

being fed and nourished back to life in mission fields by Christian con

tributions and by Christian hands. We may well say and with beat

ing heart and quivering lip,
&quot; What hath God wrought?&quot;
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Think, too, what God has wrought in the foundation work so

necessary for a world s evangelization. Much of that already done is

hidden and out of sight to an ordinary observer.

Lord Lawrence, Viceroy of India, said: &quot;I believe, notwith

standing all that the English people have done to benefit India, the

missionaries have done more than all other agencies combined/ Sir

Bartle Frere, Governor of Bombay, has given similar testimony, and
so have many others.

Then think of the reflex influence of Foreign Missions on the

churches at home. Everyway this has been as mighty as the forward

and aggressive action on those who were sitting in darkness and seeing
no light. Think also of what has been done by the examples of high
and heroic saintship, which are found in the great missionary muster-

roll. Not till time ends shall the examples of a Carey, a Judson, a

Boardman, yes, of a Crawley, a Timpany, and a Currie, and a host of

others whose name and memory the Church will not willingly die.

The Baptists of these Provinces manifested an interest in this

great work of giving the gospel to those \vho have it not at a very
early period in their history. The first offering of which we have

any record was made at an Association, which was held in Chester

in 1814, amounting to $36.40. At that time there were only twenty-
five churches with a membership of fifteen hundred. A Foreign Mis

sionary Society was formed in 1832, and in 1838 it was resolved to

send a missionary from our own churches to the heathen, but it

was not until 1845 that Rev. R. E. Burpee and wife were sent as the

pioneer missionaries of the Baptists of these Provinces by the sea.

In 1867, Miss Minnie DeWolfe was sent to Burmah by the F. M.

Board, and as far as missionary annals show, she was the first single

lady missionary ever sent to the foreign field from Canada. In 1870

Miss II. M. Norris, of Canso, desiring to devote her life to the salva

tion of heathen women and children, was appointed by the Board with
the understanding that the sisters in the churches were to assume her

support. It was through Miss Norris that the W. M. A. Societies,

that have done such a magnificent work for the Master, were
established. It was not until 1875, however, that the mission was per

manently located among the Telugus in South East India. The field

occupied by our mission has a population of about 2,000,000.

When the work was begun there were six missionaries, men and
women. To-djiy there are eight churches, ten missionaries, (male),
nine married, eleven single ladies, one under appointment, thirty-four

evangelists, six colporteurs, sixteen Bible women, thirty-eight teachers

twenty-four male, fourteen women in all ninety-seven Indian

helpers. There are nineteen outstations, twenty-three villages where
Christians live, sixty-eight Sunday Schools, nineteen day schools, five
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boarding schools,over 550 church members and more than 3,000 villages

on the field. Much preparatory work has been done, hut the harvest

is plenteous and the laborers so few.

What of the work itself, shall it succeed? Sure and certain.

No surer are we that the grain we sow in the springtime will take

root and spring up and bear fruit than are we that the seed of the

Kingdom planted in India s soil will root itself and spring up and bear

fruit, some thirty, some sixty and some an hundred fold. Have faith

in God and in the fruitfulness of His Word !

Mrs. O. G. Cogswell sang impressively
&quot; He was not willing

that any should perish.&quot;

Mrs. W. B. Boggs, in a touching address, referred to the

fact that this was her home church, which she had never ceased

.to love. In September 1873, thirty four years ago, she had

gone forth with the church s blessing to mission work in India.

She loved that work, and, had she an hundred lives, she would

give them to the cause. Of her six children, at least three would

become missionaries.

Rev. J. T. Eaton spoke very tenderly of his early connect

ion with the church, and of his indebtedness to her for spiritual

blessing. She had been a pioneer in missionary, temperance
and educational work. Her pastors had been men of God,
whose influence had not been confined to this valley, but had

radiated in all directions.

MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.

Monday Sept. 2nd proved fine. A congregation that filled

the house assembled at 2.15 o clock. A large number of visitors

were present from Wolfville, Billtown, Kentville, Canning and

Pereaux. The old folks choir was in its place filled with en

thusiasm.

M. F. McCutcheon, licentiate, and pastor of the Billtown

Church, read the Scriptures, and Dr. O. C. S. Wallace, pastor of

the First Baptist Church, Lowell, Mass., offered prayer. Deacon

A. S. McDonald read a sketch of the church s history, which

appears as Chapter III of this work.

Greetings from the four daughters, came next on the pro-
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gramme, and proved most interesting. Rev. Alfred Chipman

spoke for the 2nd Cornwallis (Berwick) Church. His father,

Rev. Wiliiam Chipman had been a member of, and had been

licensed to preach by the celebrating church. The speaker had

consequently always been interested in the mother church. He
could not think of her past history without emotion. The Ber

wick Church had followed in the footsteps of her mother. He

brought hearty greetings and wished the old church God-speed
in her work.

Pastor M. F. McCutcheon brought greetings from the Third

Cornwallis (Billtown) Church. His acquaintance with the church

had been short, but he had learned to love her. He also felt as

if he could love the mother for the daughter s sake. He wished

the old church every prosperity.

Mr. W. M. Sanford, who had been for years clerk of the

Fourth Cornwallis (Fereaux) Church spoke for that daughter.
The church had seen times of prosperity and times of adversity.

Rev. A. S. Hunt and Rev. David Freeman had done excellent

foundation work in that section. The prayer meeting had been

sustained. Until recently the church had united with Canning
in the support of a pastor. Now, owing to the union of Baptists
and Free Baptists at Canning, the Pereaux Church had set up
house-keeping for herself, and had engaged the services of Rev.

M. W. Brown.

Dr. Edwin Crovvell, pastor of the Fifth Cornwallis (Can

ning) Church, represented that body. During the past year
union had been effected between the Baptist and former Free

Baptist Churches of that place. Hence his relation to the body
was somewhat peculiar. He had faith in the movement and felt

that the church was in a position to do good work. He hoped
the future of both churches would be worthy of the past.

At this point the services of Mr. A. S. Hardy, Photographer
were engaged to take the centenary pictures, some of which will

be found on other pages.

After the pictures had been taken the audience reassembled
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to listen to greetings from former pastors. Unfortunately none

were able to be present, but the clerk, Mr. A. S. McDonald,
read letters from all now living, namely, Dr. S. B. Kempton,
Rev. C. H. Martell and Rev. D. E. Hatt. Mrs. C. H. Martell

also sent a letter which was read.

From 5.30 to 8 o clock was spent in social intercourse

through which many old acquaintances were renewed and new
ones formed. A banquet was served by a committee of sisters

from the various sections of the church. The vestry proved too

small for the crowd, but the committee was equal to the occas

ion. Between four and five hundred \vere served and more than

five baskets full were gathered up of that which remained.

MONDAY EVENING SESSION.

The programme of this session consisted of addresses by

representative men, and music. Rev. J. F. McCurdy, pastor of

the Presbyterian Church offered the opening prayer.

Dr. B. H. Eaton was the first speaker. He had been born

and reared in this community, and had been a member of the

church in former years. The speaker gave interesting sketches

of the old meeting house and of the old fashioned conference

meeting. These sketches will be found elsewhere in this record.

Rev. VV. B. Hutchinson D. D., the newly elected President

of Acadia University, gave a brief and pointed address. The
church had done good work in the past and was having a glor
ious present. He hoped for her a still more glorious future.

Farmers sons were not satisfied unless they did better work in

a better way than their fathers, so the church work of the

future should be better than that of the past. He appreciated
the privilege of making the acquaintance of the people, and

hoped to see more of them and to know them better in the

future.

Rev. W. V. Higgins, Field Secretary of the Foreign Board,

being present, was called on for some remarks. The work he

represented was closely related to that of the churches. Great
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things have been accomplished, but greater things must be

attempted. He looked to the church for hearty co-operation

and hoped her money and her prayers might be depended on

by the missionaries and especially by the Field Secretary.

Dr. O. C. S. Wallace was very happy in his address. This

church had been much to him. In the Port Williams section

he had found Christ, and had publicly confessed Him for the

first time. In the adjoining vestry he had preached his first

sermon, which had not been very highly complimented by
some of the hearers The church had licensed him to preach
and the then pastor, Dr. Kempton, had been a great help to

him in many ways. He considered it a greater honor to be

Pastor of a Baptist Church than to be King of Great Britain. He
wished the celebrating church ever} good thing in the coming

days.

The Pastor in behalf of the committee of arrangements
thanked the speakers, singers, ladies and visitors for their help
in making the celebration a success. All joined in singing one

of the grand old hymns and the benediction was pronounced by
Dr. Wallace.
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The following poem by Mrs. William H. Bel

cher, having been suggested by the Centennial

Services, may fittingly be recorded here.

THE CENTENNIAL.

The curtain lifts adown departed years
This church s glimmering century-dawn appears,
A feeble light, whose radiant beams have shone
On other lauds, and sanctified our own.

The page is dim, and yet, with rever nt sight,We see revealed, in characters of light,
A stalwart leader, towering well above
The noble band he led in truth and love.

And sacred walls were reared wherein to prove
The Saviour s wond rous grace and dying love ;

Where souls were born, and praise to God was given,
For mercies here, and better hope of Heaven.

In rich succession other leaders came,
Beloved, revered a halo crowns each name
Brave deeds and acts of gentle ministry
The years shall deepen and intensify.

The church increased in numbers, strength and years;
And houor d forms have lain down toils and carea.
Their lives, tho oft beset with inward foes,
In grandeur shone, triumphant at their close.

And some in youth s fair morn were called away
To dwell with Christ in realms of endless day,
And lengthened lives through patient suffring here,
In Heaven the victor s robes of beauty wear.

In yonder mold, above their dreamless sleep,
The eternal stars their nightly vigils keep.
No more shall earthly pleasures, cares or woes
Disturb the quiet of their soft repose.

&quot; With us their names shall live

Through long succeeding years,
Embalmed with all our hearts can give,
Our praises and our tears.&quot;







CHAPTER II.

BEGINNINGS.

X order to understand and appreciate the events in

connection with the organization and subsequent his

tory of the First Cornwallis Baptist Church, it will be

necessary to consider some of the conditions existing

at, and previous to the time of its organization. Such

a consideration will result in the conclusion that the

church, in respect of locality, stock and traditions,

was well conditioned for a successful career.

The location was the cream of the whole province. It had

the Basin of Minas on the east, the Cornwallis river on the south,

the forests fringing Caribou Bay on the west, the whole flanked

by the North Mountain and drained by the rivers Canard,

Habitant and Pereaux. The tide flowed unchecked to the

Grand Dyke which had been built by the French, who had occu

pied a large part of this territory previous to their expulsion in

1755. Then the higher lands, where stand many of the stately

homes of to-day, were covered with forest, which formed a

hunting ground for the Indian in times of peace, and a shelter

for him when he was disposed to be unfriendly to the supplanters
of his beloved Acadian allies. The houses were built chiefly of

logs, and were superior to those, of the French on whose sites

in many cases they were built. They were small, however,

and illy adapted to comfort, yet, nevertheless, they served their

purpose in nourishing a type of life not always found in the

more pretentious structures of to-day.

The people who occupied this territory during the last

quarter of the eighteenth and the first quarter of the nineteenth

centuries were of the best stock in the whole world. The relig-

(/P)
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ious persecutions of the seventeenth century in England had

driven the best of her sons and daughters to take refuge in the

New World.

&quot; What sought they thus afar ?

Bright jewels of the mine ?

The wealth of seas, the spoils of war ?

They sought a faith s pure shrine !

Ay, call it holy ground,
The soil where first they trod.

They have left unstained, what there they found
Freedom to worship God &quot;

They had landed in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1620 and

thence had spread by natural generation and by recruits from

the Old Country, until they occupied a large portion of the New

England States, extending as far south and west as New York

and Pennsylvania, When the Acadians were expelled in 1755,

the Governor of Nova Scotia issued proclamations at various

times, describing these vacated lands and inviting settlers. A
quotation from one of these proclamations issued in 1759 will

throw light upon the conditions of the time :

&quot;

By His Majesty s Royal instructions to me, I am em

powered to make grants in the following proportions, namely :

that Townships shall consist of 100,000 acres of land, or about

12 miles square ; that they do include the best and most profit

able land
;
and that they do comprehend such rivers as may be

at or near such places of settlement, and do extend as far up
into the country as conveniently may be, taking in a necessary

part of the sea coast. That the qualities of land granted will

be in proportion to the abilities to plant, cultivate or to enclose

the same, viz : that 100 acres of wild land will be allowed to

every person being master or mistress of a family for himself or

herself, and fifty acres for every white or black man, woman or

child of which such person s family shall consist at the actual

time of making the grant, subject to the payment of a quit rent

of one shilling sterling per annum for every fifty acres . .

. . That the grantees will be obliged by their said grants

to plant, cultivate, improve, or enclose one third part of their
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land in ten years, another third within twenty years, and the

remaining third within a space of thirty years from the date of

their grants, That no person can possess more

than 1000 acres grant in his or her own name
That as to the article of religion full liberty of conscience is

secured to persons of all persuasions, Papists excepted. Protest

ants dissenting from the Church of England, whether they be

Calvinists, Lutherans, Quakers, or under what denomination

soever, shall have free liberty of conscience, and may erect and

build meeting houses for public worship, and may choose and

elect ministers for the carrying on of Divine service, and admini

stration of the sacraments, according to their several opinions.&quot;

In response to the invitation accompanying these procla

mations, after having sent advance agents to spy out the land

and to make necessary arrangements,
&quot; a large number of New

England people, chiefly from Connecticut, emigrated to Acadia

and entered into possession of the fertile French farms. They
were conveyed to the shores of Minas Basin in a fleet of 22

vessels, attended by a brig of war, mounting 16 guns, Captain

Pigot, and arrived near Town Plot, Cornwallis, the 4th of June

1760.&quot;

Following are the names of some of the settlers who came
to the Township of Cornwallis about this time: Samuel Beck-

with, Archaelaus Hammond, Isaac Bigelow, John Lowdon, John
Cocks, Moses Gore, Moses Dewey, Simon Porter, Jehiel Rust,

Joshua Eals, Peter Pineo, Stephen Rogers, James Fox, James

Congdon, John Sweet, Joseph Congdon, Nathaniel Bliss, Isaac

Bigelow, Thomas Ratchford, Asa Clerk, Amos Sheffield, Benja
min Congdon, Daniel Huntley, Seth Burgess, Stephen Harring
ton, Reuben Corn, David Eaton, Stephen Post, Caleb Gillett,

Judah Wells, Stephen Loomer, John Borden, Elkanah Morton,
Brauch Blackmore, Steven Chase, Samuel Borden, Joel Parish,

Caleb Huntingdon, Stephen Barnaby, Thomas Rand, Caleb

Rand, Elias Burbridge, William Proctor, Benjamin Congdon,
Simeon Newcomb, Barnabas Wood, John Lard, Hannah Coats,
Nathaniel Curtis, Joseph Chase, Jethro Chase, Timothy Barnaby
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John Rand, Jonathan Rand, Benjamin Xewcomb, Eliakim

Tupper, David Starr, Zephaniah Stark, Jobez West, Jonathan

Woodriff, Peter Wickwire and Stephen Strong. The reader

will note that some of these family names are still with us,

some are only to be found in ancient documents and on tomb

stones, while many have altogether passed from notice. To the

above should be added loyalists from the same stock who came

to the country at the time of the Revolution in 1775.

The traditions of these people constituted a vital element

in the soil which was to nurture the new organization. Their

loyalty to their sovereign, their instincts for constitutional

government, their love of liberty, and their exaltation of the

family, had been developing for generations, first in the Old

World then in the New, so that when it was proposed to organize

a Baptist Church these traditions gave to the movement a force

which has helped to overcome many difficulties and which it is

hoped will operate for a similar purpose for many years to come.
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CHAPTER III.

HISTORICAL SKETCH.

T HE story of the organization and early history of the

First Cornwallis Baptist Church is very largely the

story of the early ministry of the Rev. Edward Man

ning. Newlightism, which derived its name from the

testimony of its adherents that they had received new

light, was a protest against the lack of spiritual life in

the Congregational churches of the time. Dr. Saun-

ders tells us that &quot;

in 1776, Henry Alline, blazing with Newlight

zeal, appeared in Cornwallis and Horton. By him the few Bap
tists and Newlights were again revived, and consequently en

countered the opposition of the conservative members of the

church. So great was the rent made by Alline s preaching, that

on the 1 5th day of July, 1778, the Newlights met at the house

of Simon Fitch, in Cornwallis, for the purpose of forming a New-

light Congregational church. This was about three months

before the organization of the Baptist church of Horton and

Cornwallis.&quot; From the same source we learn that this Newlight

Congregational church sent delegates to Falmouth in 1779 to

assist in the ordination of Henry Alline
; requested fellowship

and communion with the Baptist church at Horton, which was

denied
;
met for proceedings against Henry Alline for his de

liverance on water baptism ; called John Payzant to the pastor

ate ; invited T. H. Chipman, who was a Baptist, to come from

Annapolis to assist in Mr. Payzant s ordination
;
examined Ed

ward Manning, who had offered himself for ordination
;
ordained

Edward Manning as their pastor, October ipth, 1795.

At this date, twelve years before the Cornwallis Baptist

Church was organized, Rev. Edward Manning is pastor of the

(23}
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Xewlight Congregational Church, which met near Jawbone Cor

ner, so called because a whale s jawbone was set for gate-posts

at that point. Mr. Manning has experienced a wonderful con

version under the preaching of Henry Alline, and is by nature

a man of positive convictions, and, withal, a born leader. So far

as his study has gone he is clear in his teaching of the Word of

God. But the Baptists, whose influence is beginning to be felt

in the province, are drawing his attention to such passages of

Scripture as these :

&quot; Buried with Him in baptism,&quot;
&quot; For if we

have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall

be also in the likeness of His resurrection,&quot; and &quot; Whatsoever

He saith unto you, do
it,&quot;

and the young man is perplexed. He
becomes convinced, at first, that immersion is permissible and

practises this mode before he is himself immersed. Then, hav

ing trouble in his conscience about the matter, he goes to An

napolis and is immersed by Rev. Thomas Handley Chipman.
But this action comes to the ears of his church in Cornwallis and

causes division. Finally Elder Manning sees the inconsistency

of obeying Christ s command respecting baptism himself, and, at

the same time, permitting others of his church to practise dis

obedience to that command, and he is reported as saying, &quot;I can

no longer walk with the church owing to differences in senti

ment and practice, and I cannot in conscience commune with

any unbaptized person, that is with any person who is not bap
tized by immersion.&quot;

His position is strenuously opposed by members of the

church, and delegates are invited from Horton, Chester, Liver

pool, Annapolis, Granville, and Halifax, to assist them in their
&quot; distressed circumstances.&quot; The question of harmonizing Bap
tists and Paedo-Baptist principles without an appeal to God s

Word is too much for this Council, and they separate without

finding a solution. This solution comes, however, about a year

later, when Elder Manning and a few others determine to with

draw from the mixed and liberal minded, but beloved body, and

to organize on the New Testament plan, namely, faith in Jesus

Christ as a qualification for baptism ;
burial with Christ in bap-
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tism as a qualification for church membership and church privi

leges, or, in other words, unquestioning obedience to the Master s

commands. Accordingly, in August, 1807, the Cornwallis Bap
tist Church was constituted with at least the following charter

members : Edward Manning, Mrs. Edward Manning, Mrs.

Handley Beckwith, Miss Dorcas Hall, William Chipman, Mrs.

William Chipman, William Cogswell, Holmes Chipman, and

Walter Reid.

In preparing this brief historical sketch, it is much to be re

gretted that no record of our church can be found, having refer

ence to the years following its organization in 1807 till 1816.

That the doings of the church during these years were recorded,

we have every reason to believe, for the following is from the

minutes of the first conference which has been preserved to us :

&quot; On December 17th, 1816, the Clerk, Levi Woodworth, being ab

sent, William Cogswell was appointed assistant clerk, and on April
23rd, 1817, William Cogswell became Clerk.&quot;

A very complete account of our conference meetings is had

from that date forward for many years, and a freedom of expres
sion was practised by the clerks then which seems not to be in

vogue now. For instance, following a case of discipline in 1820

resulting in exclusion, the clerk expressed himself in poetry, as

follows :

1st.

&quot; Dear members all a warning take,
And every darling sin forsake ;

Our garments keep unspotted white,
Make Christ the theme of our delight.

Our hearts are pained to see removed
A brother who was thus reproved,
And now his seat is vacant made
We wish he had the Church obeyed.

From all our fellowship withdrawn,
Now solitary and forlorn
He now must wander all alone,
No former brother will him own.
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4th.

We hope the Lord will him direct
For His commands to have respect,
And, like the prodigal of old,
Return to Christ s most precious fold.&quot;

Poetical effusions such as this are frequently met with

throughout the old books.

Though but seven heroic and godly persons united in the

formation of this First Cornwallis- Baptist Church, it soon grew
in numbers and influence, early taking a pioneer place, not only
in education and temperance, but in missionary enterprise and

all moral reform. On June I5th, 1824, at a conference meeting,

a collection of three pounds, sixteen shillings and ten pence was

taken for missions.

The Newlight and Baptist ministers of this early date did

not claim to be men of culture or education, yet father Manning
was a strong advocate for intellectual advancement, and put him

self on record repeatedly in claiming that our denomination

could not advance, as it should, without the advantages of higher

education on the part of the ministry.

Elder Manning began the temperance reform here in 1829

which has gone forward with varying success culminating in the

recent declared victory for the cause of temperance in this

county, in which some of our living members, notably Bro.

C. C. H. Eaton, have taken such a prominent part. A measure

of commendable pride may come to us as we review the grow

ing influence for good of this church during the early stages of

its development.

Numerical advance may be thus indicated : The seven or

more members, with which organization was effected, had in

creased in 1809 to 65. In 1820 the membership was 124. In

1833 there- were added by baptism 151. A few years later it had

multiplied into three churches with 637 members.

A very prominent feature of Elder Manning s ministry is to

be seen as he went from place to place preaching, exhorting and
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administering the ordinances. Possessed, as he was, of great

physical vigor, no obstacles were too great to be overcome in his

itinerancy, which extended not only through this province and

New Brunswick, but also into the New England States. When
over seventy years old, he went on a mission to the Eastern

States, participating in a revival at Machias, in the State of

Maine. Forty years before he had been here as a young New-

light minister. We can well understand what a great joy it

must have been to him to meet again some of the friends and

acquaintances of his early life.

Dr. Saunders in his history says, that it was the custom in

the early days of the denomination for the minister to
&quot; read

out
&quot;

on Sundays the names and offences of those who had been

excluded at the Conference meeting on the previous Saturday.
Whether the standard of Christianity was placed higher by our

forefathers in the church, the writer is not prepared to say ;
but

certainly the matter of discipline occupied a much more promi
nent place during the early years of our church s history than

now. But, we must at least conclude, notwithstanding aged

persons are apt to claim superiority for old conditions, that the

Christian graces were not possessed without some measure of

alloy.

At a church gathering held January I2th, 1833, it was re

solved that a Conference meeting be held the first Saturday pre

vious to the second Sunday of each month, which appointment
has been continuously observed.

Let the writer, in the words of Dr. B. H. Eaton, draw a pen

picture of the Conference, as remembered by him, during the

earl}- period of Rev. A. S. Hunt s ministry.

&quot; This was the strong feature of the old time religious services.

Once a month was the fixed rule. Saturday afternoon from two
o clock till five or six was given to it. Let us, therefore, bring to mind
one of these occasions. &quot;With such degree of punctuality as was appro,

priate to the period, the members of the church arrived, and occupied
their respective enclosures. The pastor s preliminary services were

specially designed to awaken the people to a sense of gratitude to God
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for the mercies granted to them during the past month. The prelim

inary services being over, the Deacons were first called upon to testify.

Deacons Joshua Ells and Henry K. Eaton usually took the lead. They
were like Enoch who walked with God. Their eminence was ac

knowledged by their occupation of the seat of honor in front of the

pulpit. Following them, Deacon Thomas Rand, a ready and eloquent

speaker, gave his testimony. Then Deacon Chipman, and the rest of

the deacon body. It was the custom of these and some others to refer

frequently to their great decision to give their hearts and lives to God.
A great ingathering of members which had occurred many years
before was frequently referred to. After the deacons had spoken the

pastor usually turned to his right hand and followed along the outer

row of pews running round the wall of the church. Sister Hunt, the

pastor s wife, was first called upon, and always had a message worthy
of the occasion. Sister Mrs. Henry Lyons usually followed. Her voice

was too low to be heard at a distance ; she evidently spoke with great

feeling. Usually Mayhew Beckwith and members of his family next

responded to the pastor s call, and so it went around through the

length and breadth of the church. The pastor s invitation was uttered

in a pleasant and winning way, but, nevertheless, there was no escape.
It had all the force of a king s invitation. It was an order and had to

be obeyed. I cannot recall an instance in which it failed, though there

were many diffident ones who felt it a great burden to rise up and ex

press their thoughts and feelings. I always regarded the pastor s tact

and insistauce as the choicest feature of the whole meeting. What
were the people there for if not to speak and make known their relig

ious experiences to their fellow members? The Conference meetings of

that period were twelve radiant spots in each succeeding year occa

sions to look forward to, and to look back upon.

It is a well known psychological fact that as a person ad

vances in the scale of civilization, having more and better edu

cational advantages, he becomes more philosophical and is not

governed to such an extent by his impulsive nature, or &quot;

by his

feelings
&quot;

as is the common expression. Thus in reading an ac

count of the early history of our church, we find exactly what

we should expect, viz., that the type of Christianity of that time^

though not more deep seated or lasting character than at the

present, was of a much more excitable and impulsive nature.

Dullness among Christians was looked upon as a sin. Their

hearts, at all times, were expected to be filled with ecstacy un

speakable, and the fruit of this was to be observed in their strong
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emotional utterances and gesticulations which were looked upon
as essential exercises of the conference or prayer-meeting. If

their fervor at all cooled down then followed great searchings of

heart. Had the apostle been at one of these services, he cer

tainly would not have laid upon these followers of Christ the

charge of lukewarmness. Whatever may have been the charac

teristic expressions of their Christianity, these church fathers have

handed down to us, living in this more enlightened age, with all

its privileges, a rich spiritual legacy which should result, not in

churches and individuals asleep in indolent apathy, but in active

and earnest following of the King of kings.







Port Williams Church.



CHAPTER IV.

OFF-SHOOTS

AD Rev. Edward Manning and his six associates, when

they planted the vine in 1807, been told that before

the century was half gone its branches would cover the

whole township, they would scarcely have believed it.

Yet the little one was destined soon to become five

distinct organizations, besides the Port Williams

branch, which has well nigh reached its majority. The

object of this chapter is to give a sketch of the four married

daughters, as well as of the one that &quot;

is daughter in her mother s

house, but mistress in her own.&quot;

THE SECOND CORNWALLIS (BERWICK) BAPTIST
CHURCH.

THE
eldest daughter of the Centennial Church came into

visible existence in the year 1828. This Second Corn-

wallis or Berwick Church was duly organized at West Cornwal-

lis in a section known as Pleasant Valley. Fifty brethren and

sisters, chiefly from &quot; Lower Cornwallis,&quot; were charter members.

Previous to this organization much pioneer work had been done.

In private homes and school-houses, on valley and mountain, re

ligious services had been held. Prominent in this work and its

blessed results was Mr. Wm. Chipman. Although at that time

residing and doing business in Eastern Cornwallis, he frequently
came up to Pleasant Valley and journeyed across the North

Mountain, conducting such services. On one occasion it is re

lated that he wept and groaned aloud all the way over the moun
tain as he returned from one such meeting. A passion for souls

produced this weeping and groaning. At length the people on

C? )
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mountain arid valley generally joined together in erecting a very

plain, but large and commodious, house of worship in the valley.

Mr. Chipman s ordination occurred on March 28th, 1829. Dur

ing the first year after the church s organization six were added

by baptism or letter. During the next two years 41 by baptism ;

in 1834, 70, fifty-six of these on the mountain
;
in the year 1839,

89 ;
in 1842, 12

;
then during six long years no baptisms are re

corded, but in 1849 occurred another memorable revival, during
which 88 were added to the church

;
the year 1856 was another

outstanding year of increase, 73 having been admitted on pro
fession of faith. This date was only two years previous to the

resignation and retirement of Rev. Wm. Chipman from a pas
torate of almost thirty years. On the occasion of his retirement

he was seventy-six years of age. He had baptized 400.

Intelligent and practical interest in Home and Foreign

Missions, in general and denominational education, and in Chris

tian benevolence in a good degree characterized the early as well

as the later history of the Berwick Church. During Mr. Chip
man s ministry these enterprises were largely in the pioneer stage.

Mr. Chipman shared with the earlier fathers in the ministry and

with his younger brethren in home and foreign missionary zeal,

and in the founding of Horton Academy and Acadia College.

It should also be mentioned that with the exception of Beaver

River, Yarmouth County, X. S., the first Total Abstinence Tem

perance Society was organized by Wm. Chipman and Edward

Manning at West Cormvallis, namely, in November, 1829. The
date of the organization at Beaver River was only one and a

half years earlier. These antedate all Total Abstinence Tem

perance Societies in North America, possibly in the world.

It may readily be imagined that such achievements were not

accomplished without very determined opposition even within

the churches of those days, not to speak of the outstanding hos

tility of natural appetites, customs, and the liquor interest.

Rev. E. M. Saunders was the second pastor of Berwick

Church. His term extended over nearly ten years, and was
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blessed with revival and general administrative success. During
his pastorate the present house of worship was built. During
one year of his absence at Newton Theological Seminary, Rev.

J. E. Goucher supplied his pulpit. An earlier successor of Dr.

Saunders was Rev. Isaiah Wallace. During his very active pas
torate in Berwick,

&quot;

including results of his visit as a general

missionary, 330 persons were baptized, and the church divided

amicably into two pastorates.&quot;

Brethren S. McCully Black, E. O. Read (two terms), E. E.

Daley, J. C. Bleakney, D. H. Simpson, L. D. Morse, and G. P.

Raymond are on the roll of Berwick pastors.

Did space permit, it would be interesting to note details of

all these worthy ministries
;
also of the successive boards of

deacons with which the church has been blest, also of the worthy

co-operation of other brethren and sisters in various departments
of church work. More than twenty-five young men have gone
from this church into the Christian ministry. One of these be

came a well known professor in Acadia, and two sisters became

useful Foreign Missionaries.

Berwick Church has also been blest with two daughters.

In 1849 or ^50, Long Point, now Burlington Church, was or

ganized with 28 members from the mother church. Here Rev.

James Read was pastor about thirty years. During his ministry
revivals of power occurred

;
also during the ministry of Rev.

D. B. Pineo, at least one revival spread over &quot;all the region

round about,&quot; resulting in the estimated conversion of not less

than one hundred souls. Some of the best men and women of

the valley churches came also from that North mountain com

munity. Here, for example, was the early home of Rev. W. E.

Hall, of large usefulness and blessed memory. The Browns,

Whites, Vaughans, and not a few others, were converted on the

Long Point or Black Rock Mountain, and subsequently moved
down to the valley and identified themselves with one or other

of the churches. Burlington has two houses of worship.

Cambridge Church, comprising four sections, and four
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houses of worship, beside out-stations, is a daughter of Berwick

Church. Was organized June 23rd, 1874, with about ninety

charter members. The pastors in order have been, Reverends

J. II. Robbins, Joseph Murray, J. E. Bleakney, \Ym. Powell,

David Price, J. H. Jenner, E. O. Read, C. K. Morse and Asaph
Whitman. Rev. M. B. Shaw, a charter member of this church,

became a useful missionary abroad.

In addition to these daughters, Berwick Church contributed

largely towards the original membership of the Aylcsford
church. Thus the eldest daughter of the Centennial Church,

having at present date a larger membership than the mother,

or her own daughters, has had a truly worthy record. May
her future prove even more worthy of Him who called her out

of darkness into His marvellous light, and organized her into a

working force in His Kingdom.

THE THIRD CORNWALLIS (BILLTOWN)
BAPTIST CHURCH.

THE 3rd Cornwallis or Billtown United Baptist Church, the

second daughter of the ist Cornwallis United Baptist

Church, was organized June 6, 1835. It was organized with a

membership of 167. Its first clerk was Nathan Tupper ; first

trustees, Stephen Mills, Nathan Tupper, Gideon Cogswell,

Nathan Illsley, Abel Strong Jr., and John Foot. Elder

Manning, who was at that time pastor of the present church,

served this one also for a brief time. Elder Porter next labour

ed here until Abraham Stronach was ordained the first regular

pastor, Oct. 5, 1836. He remained pastor until July 1854.

Among the many seasons of special blessing during his pastorate

may be mentioned the revival of 1849 when eighty-two new

members were added.

On April 9, 1855 Rev. James Parker accepted a call to

labour with the church and remained until Oct. 1869. Among
the revivals during his pastorate was that of 1857-58 when fifty

four were added to the church.

Subsequently the pastorates have been shorter, and at
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different time.s the church has experienced great revivals among
which may be mentioned that of 1878 when ninety-eight were

baptized ; Rev. Sydney Welton was pastor at that time. Again
in 1887 revival services were conducted by Rev. J. W. S. Young
and one hundred and twenty-two were added by baptism. Also

during Rev. M. P. Freeman s pastorate, when assisted by Rev. A.

F. Baker there was a large ingathering. At present the church is

without a resident pastor. M. F. McCutcheon (lie.), student at

Acadia College, who has spent two summer vacations on this

field, supplies on Sabbaths. There are about two hundred and

seventy-five resident members and regular preaching services

are maintained at five stations. Three prayer meetings and

two Sabbath Schools are also conducted.

Among those who have gone out from this church to do

special work in the Master s vineyard may be mentioned : Rev.

John Chase who was here ordained to the work of the ministry

very soon after the organization of the church. Albert Porter

was ordained July 19, 1858. Rufus Sanford received into the

membership of the church July 5, 1873 was m August of the

same year ordained to the work of a foreign missionary in India,

whereafter thirty-four years of valuable service he is still labour

ing. Mrs. Sanford, who was Miss Mary Lament, and who

proved a worthy and beloved missionary was also a member of

this church. Rev. Fred Steadman formerly a missionary in

Korea, but now labouring in Japan, was here licensed to preach
in 1894.

THE FOURTH CORNWALLIS (PEREAUX) BAPTIST
CHURCH.

SETTLERS
from the colonies of Rhode Island and Connec

ticut took up grants of land in this section of the Count}
about 1768. They were of old Puritan stock and were Congre-

gationalists or independents in religion. Probably the gospel

message came to them first from the lips of Henry Alline.

Some of the old Baptist fathers visited this locality and preached
in the dwelling-houses, notably Rev s Theodore Harding, Ed-
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ward Manning, Thos. Handly Chipman, David Harris, Ezekiel

Masters and Ingraham E. Bill. Rev. Edward Manning came

frequently, and while regular pastor of the First Cornwallis

Church, occupied Pereaux as one of his out-stations. His suc

cessor, Rev. A. S. Hunt, took up the work, laboring here with

great success. A large number were baptized and added to the

church in Canard. The church was organized as a separate in

stitution in 1839.

In 1844 a church edifice was erected on lands donated by
the late Daniel Sanford. The building remained unfinished for a

long time
; rough boards placed on blocks constituted the soats.

But this uninviting condition did not hinder the people from

assembling to hear the gospel message. Rev. A. S. Hunt s

duties in connection with the Canard Church prevented him

from giving adequate attention to the Pereaux brethren, and

they were urged to begin an independent life as a church. Rev.

Robert Morton came and settled with this people for about a

year. He was succeeded by the Rev. James Balcom, who

preached with much acceptance. His stay was short, as he left

to study at Acadia.

Although a goodly number of brethren and sisters lived in

Canning and Pereaux, an independent church was regarded with

fear, because of the responsibility involved. But. at last the

time and the man for the work arrived in the person of Rev.

David Freeman. He commenced his labors in Cornwallis May
2Oth, 1 86 1. On June I5th, 1862, the Fourth Baptist Church of

Cornwallis was organized to extend from Canning to Scot s Bay
inclusive. The church was formed with fifteen members resid

ing in Canning and sixteen members residing in Pereaux. In

1863 a powerful revival was experienced in Pereaux and large

accessions to the church membership was the result. Mr. Free

man s pastoral labors continued about fourteen years. He was

renowned far and near for his indefatigable labors and burning
zeal for the good of souls. It was his custom to preach three

times on the Sabbath and supply six out-stations during the
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week evenings. Numerous additions were made to the roll of

membership. A branch of the Church, in Scot s Bay, contained

at one time a large number of members, and was an important

part of the field. Statistics in 1874 show the total membership
of the Pereaux Church to have been 147. Mr. Freeman resigned
in 1875 and went to New Glasgow. From that time to the

present we have to record a number of short pastorates. At

first we depended upon supplies from the students of Acadia

College. During the winter of 1875 C. H. Martell, then a licen

tiate, labored amongst us. He was succeeded by D. H. Simpson,
then a student at Acadia. The ministry of these two brethren

was productive of good results. At the close of 1875 the church

extended a call to Rev. William Spencer. He accepted, and

commenced his labors the first Sabbath in January, 1876. His

pastorate was brief. In less than a year he left us.

During the period from 1874-1877 the Canning Church had

been supporting an independent pastorate, but at the close of

1877 a joint committee from both churches met together for the

purpose of affecting a union. As a result a call was extended

to Rev. Stephen March of Onslow. He accepted, and entered

upon his labors October 2Oth, 1877. About this time the re

moval by death took place of Daniel Sanford and David Pal-

meter, who had been strong pillars in the church. Mr. March

closed his pastorate September, 1879. The vacant pulpit was

again filled by Bro. H. C. Shaffner of Acadia College, for about

six months. The church began to suffer spiritually from these

sudden and unprofitable changes. About this time Rev. Isaiah

Wallace began evangelistic work here, and his efforts were

blessed of the Lord. Although the church continued for a time

without a pastor the prayer and conference meetings were kept

up. It is believed the Thursday evening prayer-meeting of the

church has been regularly maintained without a break for sixty

years.

In 1 88 1 a call was extended to Rev. S. Welton. He labored

acceptably with us until April, 1883. Rev. D. Freeman having
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retired from the New Glasgow field, filled the pulpit until the

settlement of Rev. W. H. Robinson in the pastorate, which con

tinued two years, terminating in November, 1886. During the

winter Messrs. Baker and Routledge, students of Acadia, spent

the season with us, and during the following summer W. T,

Stackhouse, licentiate, labored here. At the close of 1888 it was

deemed expedient by both churches that a regular ordained

pastor should take the oversight of the churches and reside

amongst us. A call was extended to Rev. W. C. Vincent. He
came at once, and began his labors May, 1889. He drew large

crowds, but his usefulness was hindered by his studies at Wolf-

ville. His pastoral relation closed in 1893, after which Rev.

G. W. Schurman came to us and filled the position of pastor for

a time. Rev. W. X. Hutchins, who was completing his theo

logical course at Rochester, was then called, and began his labors

June 1st, 1894. A deep and strong attachment sprang up be

tween pastor and people, and the church prospered. The year

1898 is made memorable by the erection of a new building, and

by the spirit of peace and harmony prevailing. The church

continued to unite with Canning during the pastorate of Rev.

I. A. Corbett and Rev. E. V. Buchanan. When the Baptists

and Free Baptists of Canning united, in 1907, the Pereaux

Church undertook the support of a pastor, and Rev. M. \V.

Brown was called to the pastorate.

THE FIFTH CORNWALLIS (CANNING) BAPTIST
CHURCH.

DR.
E. CROWELL, having been appointed by the Can

ning Church to represent them in the centenary exercises

at Canard, tendered affectionate greetings from the only married

daughter of the family. A marriage had recently been consum

mated between the former Baptist and Free Baptist churches of

Canning through the match-making efforts of the United Bap
tist Convention. If the mother church of Canard was ready now
to divide its property with the heirs in order to escape the pro
bate tax, Canning, too was ready for business. It was hard to
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avoid the conviction, however, that Canard, after a hundred

years, was full of life and as enterprising as ever. The reason

that Canning should be represented on an occasion such as this

is because it is hard to estimate the tree without taking into ac

count its branches, and Canning recognizes gratefully the inti

mate and sacred relationships of the past. We who are relations

by marriage gladly take the opportunity to cultivate the ac

quaintance of the family.

Following the speakers who have so happily
&quot;

tapped the

reminiscence vein
&quot; we wish to acknowledge the incalculable

contribution of this Cornwallis Church to the country for

Christian and moral indoctrination and development, both by
means of the sterling quality of its rank and file, and of its offi

cers and pastors. This church ranks amongst those venerable

churches organized under great difficulties from the pre-loyalist

stock which settled in Cumberland, Kings, Yarmouth, Shelburne

and Queen counties, and which have kept the faith, rendering
noble service to their Master and country until now. Under
the aegis of one such it was my happy fortune to be reared, and

I bring greetings from this fraternity whose importance in the

religious history of our province has never adequately been re

cognized. The pioneers who came after the expulsion of the

Acadians to occupy the Nova Scotia coasts and secure the

British interests here, brought with them their bibles and their

Puritan traditions, and in their homes was found congenial soil

for the seeds of gospel truth out of which came the churches of

the Baptist name. Such churches do not die. Like another

Methusaleh, Canard Church may look upon its children as im

mortal, and push forward to its own millenium.

We can give but a brief sketch of the history of Canning
1

Church. There is no record showing when preaching services

were begun by the Canard pastor at Canning, but the first Con
ference was held there in 1861, and Edwin Rand was appointed
clerk of that branch of the church. In 1870 a church was or

ganized with about 27 members, among whom were Wm. Meek
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and wife, James Rand and wife, L. C. Woodworth and wife,

Harris North and wife, Edwin Rand, Ebenezer Rand, Walter

Witt, Asa Bentley, Win. Harris, Mrs. DeW olf, Mrs. Leander

Rand, Mrs. Henry Bennett.

The first deacons were Edwin Rand and L. C. Woodworth,
and Rev. David Freeman became their first pastor. They co

operated with the Pereaux Church in supporting a pastor, having
at first a regular morning sermon, and afterwards the sermon

regularly in the evening. Pastor Freeman cared for these

churches a long time, seeing members added from time to time

and, with one notable revival which began in the Sunday-school.
The report of 1893 gave a membership of about 60. The fol

lowing is the succession of pastors after Rev. David Freeman :

Johnson Neily, W. H. Robinson, Sydney Welton, W. C.

Vincent, W. N. Hutchins, I. A. Corbett, E. V. Buchanan.

In 1906 the union was entered into with the Canning Free

Baptist Church, with a joint membership of over two hundred,

Rev. E. V. Buchanan pastor. Incorporation was obtained and,

on the pastor s resignation, Rev. E. Crowell was engaged, and

the organization of the united church was completed. Accord

ing to the terms of the basis of union, the deacons of both the

uniting churches became deacons, viz., Wm. Meek, Leander Cox,

R. D. G. Harris, and Judson Melvin. Ira Cox w-as appointed

Clerk, E. M. Beckwith Treasurer and Sunday-school Superin

tendent.

During the summer several additions have been made to

the church, and the Sunday-school and Mission work is in a

flourishing condition.

Of those who have been nurtured by, or associated with, this

church, mention may be made of Rev. Charles Freeman, son of

the first pastor, and first a member here ; of Rev. W. X.

Hutchins, President of the Convention, and Rev. I. A. Corbett,

who were ordained here.

On this auspicious day Canning United Baptist Church

congratulates you on this centenary celebration, rejoices in your
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prosperity and the success of this Christian re-union, and bids

you God-speed in all your divinely appointed enterprises.

PORT WILLIAMS BRANCH.

Because Thou hast been our help, therefore under the shadow
of Thy wings will we rejoice.&quot;

THE Baptist interest here has never been strong either

financially or numerical!} but has always held a close

place in the hearts of the workers. In 1839 a Mr. Loomer of

Pereaux occasionally came to Town Plot and held meetings in

a carpenter shop owned and occupied by Mr. Harry Borden,

who himself was an Episcopalian, but his wife was a Baptist, and

it was through her influence the meetings were started and kept

up, though with considerable trouble, as the Saturday night pre

vious the shop had to be cleared up and made ready for the

Sunday service. Mr. Loomer was followed by Samuel Cox

(also Free Baptist) who held meetings for a time in the same

room. A little later James Xewcombe (father of Rev. Wm.
Newcombe, now living in Maine,) who was at that time a stu

dent at Acadia, preached in a public school house on Fox Hill,

Eower Church Street, but soon the use of this building was de

nied them, and they continued the services in a dwelling-house
owned and occupied by Joseph Allen, later by Isaiah Eagles,

Gideon Strong, and now in the possession of John Donaldson.

In this house Mr. Newcombe started the first Baptist Sunday-
school. The teachers were Messrs. Newcombe, Thomas and

George Johnson of Horton, Misses Allen, Beckwith and Susan

Borden (Mrs. Wm. Thomas), the only one now living.

Other Acadia students took up the work, among them the

late Rev. S. W. DeBlois. These men would cross the river in

a ferry boat that ran between Wolfville and Town Plot, and

often when tide was low and weather favorable would wade

across. This was the beginning of the Baptist work in this

vicinity.

In 1848 Rev. A. S. Hunt became pastor of the First Corn-
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wallis Baptist Church, and soon after settling there became in

terested in Port Williams. At this time there were but six

Baptist families living within a radius of two miles of the village.

(Thomas s, Masters, Beckwiths, Aliens, Bordens and Harris s.)

Mr. Hunt first held service in Union Hall, Church Street,

but in 1862 Mr. Sidney Borden finished an &quot;

upper room
&quot;

in his

carpenter shop in the village and here Mr. Hunt s regular mini

stry (twice monthly) began. To this room was also moved
the Sunday-school, organized in 1858 by Bro. John Grier-

son in the Belcher Street School-house. This union school

gradually came to be identified with the Baptist church, and has

long been a most important factor. There has scarcely been

a year since the church organization that members from the

Sunday-school ranks have not been added to the church.

Among those baptized in the early years of this school was

the late Daniel Cogswell in 1862, who later became a deacon

of the church, and until his death in 1894 gave unreservedly of

his life to the cause. Even when in his last hours, while disease

was laying its enfeebling hand heavily on mind and body, his

thought and prayer were for the work he loved so well.

Weekly cottage prayer-meetings were maintained for sev

eral years in the homes of Bros. T. H. Borden, Enoch Eaton

and D. Cogswell ;
from these humble services souls were gath

ered in for the Redeemer s Kingdom.

As the work enlarged Pastor Hunt began to talk about the

erection of a place of worship. He pressed the matter on the

church at Canard for sometime, and eventually bought himself

the lot of land on which the church now stands for the sum of

$60.00. In 1866 the officers at Canard appointed a committee

composed of Bros. D. R. Eaton, J. P. Lyons and Judson D.

Harris to see to the erection of a building. The contract was

given to a Mr. Taylor of Falmouth, who, for the sum of $600.00,

put up the frame, finishing it on the outside, where, for lack of

funds, it stood in this condition for over two years. But they

were not idle years, the work was broadening and deepening in



One Hundred Years with Cornwallis Baptists.

the hearts of the people, and the building, with its tall spire con

tinually pointing heavenward, inspired faith and hope in the

hearts of the people.

In 1868 Rev. S. B. Kempton became pastor and, early in

his ministry, a rally was made to finish the vestry. The work

\\-as done by Isaac Masters and the dedication sermon was

preached by Dr. Cramp, President of Acadia College. This

room has been the spiritual birth-place of many. Many are now

in distant lands who have attended Sunday-school or listened to

the preaching of the Word from the old-fashioned pulpit, which,

at that time, extended nearly across the West end of the room.

Time has wrought the changes only
&quot;

Thy Word oh Lord en-

dureth forever.&quot;

In 1877 the upper story of the building was completed, the

work being done by the late Reuben Farnham of Canard.

Four pastors have ministered to us: Dr. Kempton 1868-

1894, Rev. C. H. Martell 1894-1901, Rev. D. E. Hatt 1901-

1905, Rev. F. H. Beals 1905 to the present. These men have

been loved and loyally supported by their adherents
;
each

has done good work in his own way and been blessed in his

work. In 1890 a Woman s Missionary Aid Society was formed

with a membership of ten which has since increased to fort) .

Through this channel about $700.00 have been raised for Mis

sionary work at home and abroad.

Good music has always formed an important element in

the worship here, In this service the memory of the families of

Currys, Kayes, Harris , Weltons, Masters
,
and others will ever

be fragrant.

Of the one hundred (resident and non-resident) members
now enrolled but fourSidney Borden, Lucy Borden, Mrs.

Isaac Masters and Mrs. Abram Masters were members at the

time of the dedication of the building. Many who gathered at

that meeting have been called to higher service, a very few are

left to labor on other fields. We bless God for the new workers

who have come in year after year to fill up the gaps.
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The remembrance of past mercies gives us assurance of the

Help that will be ours in the future, so we &quot; thank God and take

courage.&quot;







CHAPTER V.

CHURCH BUILDINGS.

T
*

HE buildings which have figured most prominently in

the public worship of the church during the century,

are The Old Congregationalist Church, The Brick

JO^TM School House. The Old Church, The Lower Canard

fta^ilp
Church, The New Church, The Port Williams Church.

lip
515,

THE OLD CONGREGATIONALIST CHURCH.

This building stood on the site of the burial ground near

Canard Corner. It was the regular place of worship of the first

Congregationalist organization, and was the house in which

Henry Alline preached. It was probably built about 1775. Its

style of architecture is not known.

THE BRICK SCHOOL HOUSE.

The site of this building was on the crest of the hill west of

the Walton Bridge, Lower Canard, and nearly in front of the

residence of Deacon Charles Ells. It was a small, square, one-

roomed building, with brick walls, fire-place on one side, and

wood roof. On the south side of the street opposite were the

ruins of an old French dwelling-house and blacksmith shop ;

and near the old running dyke in the rear the remains of a brick

kiln, which probably furnished the brick for the school-house.

But whether this kiln was the work of the French or English is

not known. In this brick school-house the children of the sur

rounding district were taught according to current customs
;

here an occasional sermon was preached by itinerant ministers ;

and here &quot;

early candle light
&quot;

prayer-meetings were held. It

was destroyed by fire in 1856, supposed to be the work of a phi

lanthropic incendiary.

(45}
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THE OLD UPPER CANARD CHURCH.

The old church at Upper Canard stood on the Parade, oc

cupying practically the same site as the present building. No
mention is made in the records of its erection ;

and inasmuch as

no record exists of the doings of the church from its organiza
tion in 1807 to the year 1816, it seems reasonable to suppose
that the church was built sometime between these dates. It was

about sixty feet long by forty feet wide, with plain finish, and

portico in front from which entrance was made both to ground
floor and galleries. Its timbers were immense as compared to

those used to-day. This building no doubt witnessed the great

est displays of Divine power in the church s history. It was

torn down when the present building was erected. An idea of

the interior may best be gathered from the description by Dr.

B. H. Eaton in his address at the Centennial celebration, as

follows :

&quot;Can you picture the old church and its plan of arrangement ?

It waa a rectangular building, nearly even with the four points of the

compass. A porch on the south side admitted by two doors. Enter

ing, you see the pulpit directly in front of you on the north wall. On
either side of the central aisle, leading from the entrance to the pulpit,
is a double tier of pews or high-backed enclosures. These form the

body of the floor space. An aisle runs all round these ranks of pews.
Around the entire wall runs one continuous row of pews interrupted

only by the pulpit on the north side, and the doorway on the south

wall. A gallery reached by stairs from the porch occupies the south,

east, and west walls above, the choir being seated in the south gallery

fronting the pulpit. It is a simple plan of arrangement and well befit

ting its time. The pulpit was high and spucioxis and enclosed the

preacher securely. The building was not square ; its longer sides ran

from east to west. There was no steeple, no tower, no bell.
1

THE LOWER CANARD CHAPEL.

This building, which stands on the Lower Canard Corner

opposite the dwelling-house of Jonathan Eaton, was erected in

1857. D. R. Eaton and C. F. Eaton were the leading spirits in

the movement, and Mr. John Margeson was the master-builder.

It has, from the first, been used for purposes of preaching, prayer-
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meeting and Sunday-school. We are able to present a picture

of the building as it now stands.

THE PORT WILLIAMS CHURCH.

This house with its stately spire, neat audience-room and

capacious basement, stands on the west side of Main Street op

posite the dwelling-house of Absolom Faulkner. For facts in

connection with the building of this church the reader is referred

to the sketch of the history of the Port Williams branch in

Chapter IV.

THE UPPER CANARD CHURCH.

From the minutes of a conference held on November I2th,

1 8/O, we learn that
&quot; the pastor set forth the claim of a new

meeting-house in an earnest and forcible manner
;
and that the

following were appointed a committee to initiate proceedings,

namely : Rev. S. B. Kempton, Joshua Ells, William Thomas,

Rupert Eaton, J. C. Lockwood, Henry Lyons, Mahew Beckwith

and Harding Fitch.&quot; The committee met on Dec. I9th and re

solved that &quot;the church erect a meeting-house on the Parade or

any other suitable site.&quot; A sub-committee was appointed to

procure plans, and the work went forward. The building was

dedicated on the first Sunday in March, 1873. The accom

panying picture gives a good idea of the exterior. Some changes
have since been made in the interior. In 1901 the side galleries

were removed, the floor in the rear was raised so that the pews

might be on an inclined plane, the organ was placed in the rear

of the pulpit, the baptistry was arranged at the side of the plat

form, and the walls and ceiling covered with metal sheathing.

Some think it is the finest looking church edifice in the valley.

The accompanying cuts will give the reader an opportunity to

pass judgment.
PARSONAGES.

Rev. Edward Manning owned, and lived until his death in,

the house on Canard Street now owned by Mr. Arthur Dickie.

The first parsonage property was situated on the Middle Dyke
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road and is now owned by Mr. A. E. Clarke. Here the Rev.

A. S. Hunt lived during his ministry. The house was called at

that time &quot; Salem Cottage.&quot; Rev. S. B. Kempton occupied this

house during the greater part of his pastorate, when the property
now owned and occupied by Rev. M. G. Henry was purchased.

This house is still known as &quot;the old parsonage.&quot; In 1905

Pastor Hatt urged the church to secure a more suitable property.

Accordingly, the present building and lot were purchased from

the estate of the late Clement Dickie. It is pleasantly situated

near the meeting-house, and is well suited to its purpose.





RPV. S. R. Kempton.

Kev. I). K. Halt.
Rev. A. 8. Hunt.

Mov. C. H. Martell.

Kev. F. H. BcaU.



CHAPTER VI.

THE PASTORATE

OR the first three-quarters of the century the experience
of the church, touching the pastorate, has been excep
tional both as regards the stamp of men who filled the

office, and the length of their respective terms of ser

vice. Whether pastorates should be long or short de

pends, in any given case, upon the progress of the

church. But it is worthy of note that Rev. Edward

Manning served the church forty-four years ;
Rev. A. S. Hunt

seventeen years ; and Rev. S. B. Kempton twenty-six years.

The pastorates of Rev. C. H. Martell and Rev. D. E. Hatt,

which practically complete the century, though shorter, were

correspondingly fruitful. It is impossible, in the space allotted,

to record a tithe of the toils and sacrifices of the men who have

served the church as pastors, but we are glad to be able to pre

sent the following sketches.

THE REV. EDWARD MANNING.

The Rev. Edward Manning came from Ireland to Nova

Scotia with his father s family which settled in Falmouth. He
was born in 1766. When he was ten years old he heard Henry
Alline preach in his father s house, remembered seeing the tears

roll down the cheeks of that man of God, as he with his hand on

his head warned him to flee from the wrath to come. The

awakening he then experienced passed off, and he entered with

zest into the worldly follies of that day. When he was twenty-
three years old he was re-awakened under the preaching of the

Rev. John Pay/ant, a brother-in-law of Henry Alline. His con-



jo One Hundred Years with Cornwallis Baptists.

victions were pungent and overpowering. He cried for mercy,
and shouted for joy when the victory came. He had in his ex

perience overwhelming views of the justice and mercy of God.

Soon after his conversion he began to preach, and travelled ex

tensively in the Maritime Provinces and in the State of Maine.

Six years after his conversion, in 1/95, he was ordained

over the Congregational Church in Cornwallis, as successor to

Rev. John Payzant, who removed to Liverpool. In 1798-9 he

attended associational meetings of the Congregational churches

at Cornwallis. At the latter session, he was appointed to pre

pare a plan for a permanent association of the churches which

at this time were partly Congregation and partly Baptist.

Joseph Dimock of Chester a Baptist was pastor of a church

of mixed membership. Thomas Handly Chipman of Annapolis
and James Manning of Granville were Baptists, and pastors over

churches whose membership consisted of Baptists and Congre-

gationalists. Theodore Seth Harding and John Burton, the one

pastor at Horton and the other at Halifax, were the only two

pastors over purely Baptist Churches until 1800 when Joseph
Crandall was ordained over a newly organized Baptist Church

at Sackville, New Brunswick.

At the meeting of the Association at Granville in 1800 Mr.

Manning brought in a plan to establish a Baptist Association

by dropping the word Congregationalist. Two years before this

he had been immersed by the Rev. T. H. Chipman in Granville.

Mr. Manning s plan was adopted and all except the Rev. John

Payzant agreed to it.

In 1807, finding it impossible to have harmony and effi

ciency in a church of mixed membership, he, William Chipman,
afterwards the Rev. W. Chipman, and about eight others of the

church, in which there were about seventy who had been im

mersed, formed a Baptist Church. Much conflict and trial of

course preceded this action. Soon after a revival came, and the

number of members was greatly increased.

Dr. Bill says of Mr. Manning :

&quot; In physical stature he
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was taller than his compeers. He measured six feet four inches

and three quarters in height, and though in youth very spare
and thin, as he advanced in years he became stout, so that when
the writer in the days of his childhood saw him, his size was

well proportioned to his height. His head was large, his fore

head large and broad, indicating great brain power, his eyes
dark and piercing, his arms and legs long, his hands and his

feet large and his walk majestic.

The breadth of his mind was proportioned to the size of

his body. The Creator endowed him with an intellect of mar
vellous capabilities. He was one of the few men born to rule.

Had he by Providence been placed in the President s chair of a

republic, or upon the throne of an empire, he was just the man
to sway the millions and to give unity, stability and vigour to

national institutions.&quot;

It would take a volume to contain all that Mr. Manning
did in missionary, pastoral and denominational work. &quot;The

times never got ahead of him. He heartily united with the

learned men who came from the Episcopalians in 1827 in found

ing Horton Academy, and in 1 838 in establishing Acadia College.

His hand and heart were in the work of establishing the foreign

missionary enterprise. His heart was always in the work of

Home Missions. He was both pastor and home missionary.

On the I2th of January 1851, after a long and successful

life, poured into his church and denomination, and whose in

fluence will never be spent, he fell asleep in Jesus, esteemed and

honoured as few ministers in the denomination have been. He
was a good and great man, as well as a powerful minister of the

\Yord.
REV. A. S. HUNT.

The beloved Abram Spurr Hunt who is remembered as

one whose genial and sympathetic nature was under the control

of steady devotion to Christ, had birth at Clements, Annapolis
Co., Nova Scotia, on the /th of April, 1814. In some of the

obituary notices which appeared in the public press immediate-
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ly after his decease, St. John, New Brunswick, is spoken of as

his birthplace. But this error arose from the fact that the family
removed to that city when this son was quite young.

While visiting St. John in 1859, during his pastorate in

Cornwallis, X. S., having gone thither to put his eldest daughter

to-school, Mr. Hunt preached, as he tells us in his diary, at

what is now known as the Germain Street Baptist Church. &quot;

In

this church,
&quot;

he says,
&quot; were my first religious impressions re

ceived. Here I attended Sabbath School, and was first taught
to love God and keep his commandments. As I looked upon
the pews and galleries, my whole life passed in review before me.&quot;

In the year 1838, Dr. Charles Tupper, on returning to Amherst

from Fredericton, where he had for a while been acting as Prin

cipal of the Baptist Seminary, tarried for a short period with the

Germain Street Church to render some assistance. Within this

time he then baptized a number of persons, among whom was

Mr. Hunt. Not long thereafter the Church granted to this

young man a license to preach the gospel.

The second class which was graduated from Acadia College

(1844) was composed of six members, viz., George Armstrong,
Richard E, Burpee (Mr. Hunt s inseparable companion and

friend), Samuel Elder, Abram Spurr Hunt, William F. Stubbert

and George Robbins Wilby. Immediately after graduation, Mr.

Hunt went to Dartmouth, N. S., at the time when a Baptist

house of worship was there being erected, the church having
been organized only a little before, most of the constituent mem
bers bearing letters from what was then known as the Granville

Street Baptist Church of Halifax. On the 8th of September, in

the same year, the building was formally opened, and on the

loth of November Mr. Hunt was there ordained and settled as

pastor.

Soon thereafter came another interesting and important
event in Mr. Hunt s life, his marriage to Catherine, daughter of

Lewis Johnstone, M. D., and niece of the distinguished Judge

Johnstone. This union 1 was a happy one indeed, and mutually
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enriching through all the years wherein they were permitted to

remain together. The charge at Dartmouth was resigned at

the expiration of a year and a half in order that the young mini

ster might fulfil his desire for a year s theological study under

Dr. Crawley at YVolfviile. Upon the passing of that year Mr.

Hunt became assistant pastor of the First Cornwallis Baptist

Church at Canard, N. S., then under the care of Rev. Edward

Manning. At the death of Father Manning, which occurred in

1851, the assistant was chosen as pastor, and in this holy office

he continued until 1867, when failing health made his resignation

imperative. The field was very extensive, then including what

is now under three pastorates, so that his constitution, though

naturally strong, gave way under the excessive burdens. So it

came about in the ways of Providence that in response to the

invitation of the Dartmouth Church he returned to his old field

where demands would be more in accord with physical ability.

It may here be noted that among the resolutions passed by the

Dartmouth Church when this much loved pastor s labors upon
the earth were over, are found the words: &quot; His was a life of

toil and unceasing work
;
with an energy that never flagged,

and a zeal that knew no abatement, he devoted all his powers
of body and mind to the furtherance of the great work to which

he had consecrated his life and talents.&quot;

In order to round out the sketch of Mr. Hunt s life it may
be noted that in 1870, the office of Superintendent of Education

for Nova Scotia being vacant, he accepted that position when
it was offered him by the local government, doing so at the

urgent advice of his friends. But it was not accepted until he

learned that in connection therewith he could continue with the

help of a competent assistant in the education office, the work

of preaching. The proclamation of the Gospel was the thing
above all, upon which his heart was set, and he would not

abandon that high calling while life and strength were granted
him. Hence he continued to serve the Dartmouth Baptist
Church up to the time of his death, which took place on the

23rd of October, 1877.
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The choicest years of the life which is here being sketched

were given to the prolonged pastorate at Canard. The mini

strations of this much esteemed pastor upon that wide field were

manifold. He took pleasure in domestic life, in study, in

preaching, in helping forward the temperance cause (then in its

incipiency), in talking with individuals about eternal interests,

in furthering the missionary spirit (which was all the stronger

in him because his friend Burpee went to Burmah), in promot

ing Christian unity among believers of various denominations,

and in advancing the cause of higher education which made

heavy exactions upon his time and thought. There was no

neglecting of more obscure and distant portions of the field

that larger notice might be obtained in the more conspicuous

parts. His ability to preserve harmony in all sections can hardly

be reviewed without moving us to pray for that peacemaking
skill of which he was the happy possessor. Among his other

duties was the one of lecturing upon Temperance in many places

and giving personal encouragement to the Divisions of the Sons

of Temperance. The work at Horton Academy and Acadia

College had his unwearied support. Board meetings were at

tended with marked regularity, and his best endeavors were put
forth to secure from time to time the needed financial assistance.

It is stated in the Baptist Year Book of 1878, in referring to him

as a member of the Baptist Educational Society, that &quot;his

activity and untiring zeal in this department of work were par

ticularly noticeable and praiseworthy. He also for many years
filled the office of Governor of Acadia College, and the cause

of education in connection with our institutions in Wolfville

owes him a debt of deep gratitude for his labor and persevering

energy, at a time when the educational prospect looked dreary
in the extreme, and the very existence of our institutions was

threatened.&quot; It is with fitness, therefore, that a life-sized por
trait of Mr. Hunt now has a place in the library of our College.

Reference has been much to Mr. Hunt s friendly and chari

table bearing toward brethren of other religious bodies. This,

along with the native warmth of his nature, made him a very
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welcome guest away beyond the limits of his own congregation.

The essentials of the Christian faith loomed up in his horizon

much more largely than minor differences, so that his pastorate

was even more extended than it seemed. All claimed him as

their friend and helper.

A surviving member of the Cornwallis Church, and a life

long friend of the Hunt family, has thus written concerning that

family in the days that now lie far back. &quot; The evenings spent
in Salem Cottage

&quot;

she says,
&quot; have always been radiant spots

in my memory. I was always rejoiced to be with dear Mrs.

Hunt, and to listen while she told of her early childhood in

Jamaica, of her school life in Edinburg, of her conversion in

Liverpool, N. S., where she came out through much opposition
and united with the Baptist Church, of the time when she first

met Mr. Hunt and of their early married life. It was all like a

romance to me. As Mr. Hunt s duties took him so much from

home, the care of the children devolved mostly upon the mother.

Mr. Hunt was my ideal of a pastor, and I do not think he could

be surpassed in a sick room. They were both exceedingly kind

to the sick and poor. Their sympathy in trouble can never be

forgotten by those who experienced it. Mr. Hunt had the whole

field where there are now three pastors, so that his preaching
stations were numerous. Often he visited the sick and attended

funerals in other denominations, so that he was sometimes re

ferred to as the Bishop of Cornwallis.&quot;

From an extended notice of Mrs. Hunt s life and death,

which appeared in The Messenger and Visitor of June I2th,

1895, written by Dr. Saunders, we transcribe the following

sentences :

&quot; For the more than thirty years in which Mr. Hunt

discharged the difficult and heavy duties of the pastorate, he

had the counsels, the sympathy, and all the manifold forms of

help, of a discreet and devoted wife. To her inherited type of

character, noble and refined, there had been added the advant

ages of travel and education in the old world. She possessed a

clear, active intellect, and was amiable, humble and retiring.
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With her many qualifications, natural and acquired she gave
her full sympathy, and hearty support to her dear husband in

his manifold labors.
&quot;

In making these fragmentary allusions to the life and labors

of an excellent Christian minister whose work among us closed

just thirty years ago, we have continually been hampered by
the limits of space which have been necessarily imposed. It

would have been easy to have gone more fully into details and

to have dwelt at some length upon certain phases of his conse

crated and fruitful ministry. Under him there were remarkable

revivals and large in-gatherings. But what has been so inadequ-

ably presented in these few paragraphs will serve to awaken

delightful memories on the part of some of the older people who
read them, while a few others who belong to the later genera

tion, or who are yet to come forward in the community where

Mr. Hunt spent the larger part of his active life, may from time

to time scan these memorials with something of profit to them

selves and of advantage to the worthy enterprises wherein they

are enlisted. Any life that is ardently devoted to the service of

God, as was Rev. A. S. Hunt s, furnishes others with incitements

to the same consecration and the same self-sacrificing endeavor.

Of him it may be said, &quot;the law of truth was in his mouth, and

unrighteousness was not found in his lips : he walked with God
in peace and uprightness, and turned many away from iniquity.&quot;

&quot; Affectionate in look.

And tender in address, as well becomes
A messenger of grace to guilty man.&quot;

REV. S. B. KEMPTON.

Rev. Samuel Bradford Kempton was born in Milton,

Queens County, N. S., something over three score years and ten

ago. He studied at the Institutions in Wolfville, taking the

B. A. degree in 1862. The degree of M. A., was conferred on

him by his Alma Mater in 1870, and that of D. D. in 1894. Me
was ordained at New Minas, Sept. i6th, 1863, where he labored

until 1868, when he was called to the First Cornwallis Church.
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This pastorate continued for twenty-six years. In 1893 he be

came pastor of the Dartmouth Church in which office he con

tinued until failing health forced him to resign in the summer of

1907. For many years Mr. Kempton served Acadia University
on the Board of Governors, being its Secretary since the resig

nation of the late Rev. Dr. DeBlois.

It is, of course, with the Cornwallis pastorate that this

sketch is chiefly concerned. Coming as he did after princes in

Israel, peculiar qualities were required in order that the office

might be filled so long and so successfully. These qualities Mr.

Kempton possessed and we venture to indicate a few of the

more prominent ones.

He loved the people. Probably he never loved any other

people or place so well. And no wonder ! For every candidate

baptized, every marriage solemnized, every visit made, every
funeral attended during the twenty-six years become a new
strand in the tie that bound him to the people of his charge.

His heart, in these days of physical weakness, turns to the dear

Cornwallis friends. And this is well. The homes of the people
will ever be open to him, and he will always have their grateful

love.

He loved his work. Coming to the church in the prime of

life, he found on the large field ample scope for all his conse

crated powers. There was no form of work, or class of people,
or district that did not come in for a share of his attention.

AIan\- of his sermons were made in his carriage. This love of

pastoral work still exists as a marked quality of this man of

God, and if anything mars the serenity of his closing years it

will be physical inability to assist in gathering the whitening
harvest.

He love.d his Bible. Mr. Kempton was not an orator, but

he belonged to a nobler class he was an expositor. The writer

has only heard him preach twice : once in Wolfville in the days
of Dr. DeBlois, and again at a Convention in Bear River; and

in both instances the exposition of the text was so clear and
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forcible that it is remembered to this day. We believe this was

his custom in the preparation of sermons. His mind was phil

osophical, but he did not preach philosophy. He believed the

Bible to be what the people needed. While familiar with other

books he only prized them as the}- reflected the \Vord of God.

1 le will be remembered in the community as a man who taught
and lived the Bible.

REV. C. H. MARTELL.

Rev. C. H. Martell was born in Cape Breton, coming of

H uguenot stock. He was graduated from Acadia College, taking
the degree of B. A., in 1876. He has held pastorates at Onslow,

Fairville, Great Village, and Pleasant Valley. At present

he is pastor at Clementsvale. Mr. Martell began his pastorate

in the First Cornwallis Baptist Church, June, 1894, coming from

Fairville, St. John.

The forces were well organized, and he entered enthusiastic

ally into the work in the different sections of the church. In

the early part of December of that year special meetings were

held at Sheffield s Mills, and the power of the Most High rested

upon the united efforts of pastor and people. Twelve were

added to the church, and the work proved to be a great bless

ing. In 1896 another season of revival was experienced in

Canard, and also in the church at Port Williams. Evangelists

Hunter and Crossley had previously visited Canning. Pastor

Martell seeing the opportunity for soul winning, immediately
after the close of the work at Canning, began a series of meet

ings in the old Mother Church, and also at Port Williams,

assisted by Evangelist Marple. On two Sunday evenings

Pastor Martell baptised over eighty candidates.

From time to time manifestations of God s power were

seen in the salvation of precious souls. Special attention was

given to the young. One of the beautiful scenes never to be

forgotten, was on Easter Sunday morning in 1895, when ten boys
and girls were buried with Christ in baptism. Near the close of

his pastorate in 1901, ten or twelve others under thirteen years
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of age were baptized upon a profession of their faith in Christ.

The work among the young people in Upper and Lower Canard

was well organized. Special attention was given to our mis

sion work, which was a marked feature of this pastorate.

It can be truly said that Pastor Martell was a Biblical

preacher, and presented clearly the doctrines of grace through

Jesus Christ. The number baptized was 163. His resignation

took effect in May 1901, when he accepted the pastorate at

Great Village, Colchester County.

REV. D. E. HATT.

Rev. Daniel E. Hatt was born in Queens County, Nova

Scotia, and received his early training in the school of his native

village. He was graduated from Acadia College in 1897, and

took a Theological Course at Rochester. At the completion of

his studies there, he received and accepted a call to the

pastorate of the Cornwallis Church in 1901. Mr. Hatt con

sidered this call as a direct answer to prayer, because at the

time he received it, he was asking that if it could be the Lord s

will he desired to serve one of the churches in Nova Scotia.

Early in June he began his work, and, as he came fresh from

his studies and full of life and ambition the church was inspired

&quot;to expect great things from God and to attempt great things
for God.

&quot; At the time of his coming, the church building was

undergoing repairs and the preaching services were held in the

chapel, Lower Canard. In a short time the church was re-open
ed with suitable services and rededicated to the service of God.

In the autumn of the first year the church roll was revised, and

in December a successful roll call was held, which has since be

come an established feature of the life of the church. In June

1903 the Association met with the church, and the pastor and

his wife proved themselves to be very efficient in making all

necessary arrangements.

Special services were held in the various sections of the

church which resulted in great blessing, both in deepening
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Christian life, and in the salvation of sinners. Many will long
remember the earnest and vivid expounding of the Word on

these occasions. The call of the West had for some time im

pressed Mr. Hatt, and when convinced that he should labour

there, the church could no longer hold him. As missionary

evangelist for British Columbia he is finding ample scope for his

varied talents. Strong of body and mind, large hearted, im

pulsive, courageous, a good preacher, and organizer, he will

do effective work wherever his lot is cast.

REV. F. H. BEALS.

Rev. F. H. Beals was born at Inglisville, Annapolis Co.,

September 27th, 1856; baptized into the fellowship of the

Lawrencetown and Valley West Church by Rev. George

Ballentyne in 1878 ;
took B. A. degree from Acadia in 1886,

and M. A. in 1894; has held pastorates at Billtown, Hebron,

Canso, Digby and Antigonish ; began preaching for the Corn

wallis Church as supply in October, 1905, and became pastor

March ist, 1906.
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CHAPTER VII.

THE DIACONATE.

ROBABLY no man is so well qualified to pass judg
ment on the character of those who have filled the

offices of deacons of the church as Dr. S. B. Kempton.
The following is from his pen :

&quot; The First Cornwallis Church has been greatly

blessed, .in the order of men who have filled the dia-

conate, during the whole century of its existence. Of those

who filled the office the first half of the century only tra

dition remains. They are referred to as men of sound piety, of

loyalty to the church, as commanding respect in the community
for their integrity, and of great support to their pastor in all

his labors.

&quot; For many years the names of Deacon Walter Reid, Dea
con William Eaton and others, were associated with all that was

desirable in deacons.

&quot;

Following these last, who served in the closing years of

the first pastor, Rev. Edward Manning, came a class of men,

their equals in goodness and good works, whose term of service

outlasted the long pastorate of Rev. A. S. Hunt and his success

or. The names of Deacons Joshua Ells, Thomas W. Rand,

II. K .Eaton, William Thomas, Elisha Harris, and John Chip-

man, sought ever to fill a large place in the history of the church

they served so well. Three of them were converted in the re

vival of 1827, and they served a long while in the office to which

they were chosen. They saw many changes during their term,

and saw great trials in the church but they were true to their

calling ; they wavered not as to their own duties and obligations.

(61}
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They ever stood nobly by their pastor and by the church. They
were known as deacons by the public, and respected as such,

and the church gave them honor in their position. They varied

much in their gifts, but each endeavored to do his duty as in him

lay. They were all good men and true, prayerful in their fami

lies, and constant even to old age upon the means of grace.
&quot; Of the men who succeeded them some have already fin

ished their course and gone to their reward, viz., Deacons Daniel

Cogswell, C. F. Eaton, Benjamin Eaton and Henry K. Eaton,

officers well and deservedly beloved. The younger men who
remain are worthy successors of those who preceded them men
of sterling piety and good judgment whose aim it is to care for

the welfare of the church, and whose devotion to their pastor is

unquestioned. To its deacons and Sunday-school teachers the

church at Canard owes a debt of gratitude, no less in extent to

that it owes to its pastors. Few churches can show a better re

cord as regards these officers than this Mother in Israel.

&quot; Meanwhile the church deserves much credit for the high

regard in which she has held these sacred offices. May she ever

count her deacons worthy of respect, and appoint only such as

she can hold in honor.&quot;

An effort has been made to make a list of the deacons and

to give the dates of their respective appointments to office, but

the compilers have no strong assurance that the record is com

plete. Somebody in the future may be able to fill in the blanks.

Holmes Chipman, -
; William Cogswell, 1820 ; William Chip-

man, 1820; Walter Reid, 1830; Joshua Ells, 1839; William Eaton,
1839 ; Thomas Rand, 1852 ; Henry K. Eaton, 1852 ; William Thomas,
1852 ; Elisha Harris, 1852 ; William Thorpe, 1852 ; Charles F. Eaton,

; John Chipman, 1852 ; Henry Bordeu, ; Colin Roscoe, -
;

Daniel Cogswell, ; Benjamin Eaton, ; Allen Welton, ;

Charles E. Ells, 1888 ; R. Everett Rand, 1888 ; Lawrence H. Eaton,
1888 ; Andrew S. McDonald, 1888

; Robert W. Rand, ; Otis G.

Cogswell, ; Ezekiel Illsley, 1900 : Albert Eaton, 190G ; Thomas J.

Borden, 1900.

A group of the serving deacons, with the exception of

Deacon Allen Welton, is presented. Also two other groups with
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Mr. Welton included. Short sketches of a few are also append

ed, as follows :

DEACON JOSHUA ELLS was converted in 1828, and was

bapti/ed with his mother and four sisters, who constituted the

whole of the family, into the fellowship of the First Cornwallis

Baptist Church. This church was then under the pastoral

care of Father Edward Manning, The baptism of this family,

and nineteen others, at Sheffield Mills by Elders Manning and

Harding, was a scene kept fresh in the minds of all the

people of that community for half a century following. It was

as a member, and for so many years as a deacon of the church,

that the sterling qualities of Mr. Ells character was felt to

most advantage. He was a right arm of his pastor to whom he

stood as Aaron to Moses. There never was any break in the

faithfulness of his service to God and to his church. He was

learned in the Scriptures and ready with appropriate quotation.

He was indeed a pillar in the house of God. In his declining

years, when hearing and sight had failed, and age had brought
its accustomed weariness, the word of God flowed like a fountain

from his tongue. He will be remembered as a humble, devout,

and faithful child of God so long as any of his contemporaries
continue.

DEACON HENRY K. EATON was born at Newport, Nov.

26th, 1805, The first sermon that Rev. I. E. Bill preached was

blessed to his conversion, in February, 1828
; and he was bap

tized in May of the same year. He was ever at the prayer-

meeting ready to do his part. Was often found visiting the

sick and afflicted. He gave of his time and means to support

the Cornwallis church, which was dear to him. He delighted in

reading his Bible and in worshipping the Lord publicly and in

his family. Mr. Eaton was able to fill his place in church until

within four months of his death. He was called home on May
5th, 1895, without suffering. He walked with God and strove to

do his Master s bidding.

DEACON WILLIAM THOMAS came originally from Wales,



One Hundred Years with Comwallis Baptists.

at the age of twelve years. He united with the Cornwallis

Church in 1833, and in 1852 was elected deacon. This office he

faithfully filled to his death, which occurred February Hth,

1904. He was a man of prayer, held decided convictions, and

was loyal to truth and duty. A warm welcome awaited all who
visited his home

;
for he was hospitable and a lover of good

men.

DEACON ELISHA HARRIS was baptized by Rev. David

Harris into the fellowship of the Cornwallis Church of which he

remained a consistent member until hisdeath. In 1852 he was

chosen by the church to fill the office of deacon, and was always
known since in the community where he lived as

&quot; Deacon &quot;

Harris. He was a lover of good men, kind and cordial toward

all who loved the Lord Jesus. His intercourse with his brethren

was pleasant and consistent; his relations with his pastor cor

dial and generous. He loved the Word of God, and during the

last years of his life read it much. He died at his home August

23rd, , in the eighty-first year of his age.

DEACON THOMAS RAND was born in Cornwallis, October

1 8th, 1804. Was licensed to preach in 1834 and was useful in

conducting services in outlying sections. Was made deacon in

1852, in which office he served the church until his death, which

occurred at,Canard, February I4th, 1878. Was a man of strong

character and was highly gifted.

DEACON HOLMES CHIPMAN was born at Church Street,

Cornwallis, in 1777 and died at the same place in 1844. The
Christian Messenger spoke of him at the time of his death as a

man most useful in the community and in civil society and adds

that as a Christian, especially, he will be long remembered.

He was a punctual attendant at all the services of the church,

and his zeal in sustaining the prayer and conference meetings
was untiring. He was a liberal giver and a friend of the

afflicted.

DEACON JOHN A. CHIPMAN was born at Church Street,

Cornwallis, on the homestead where his father, Deacon Holmes
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Chipman, and his grandfather, lived and died. He was bap
tized by Rev. Edward Manning in 1833 into the fellowship of

the First Cornwallis Baptist Church, which he served as Deacon

for more than thirty years. For many years he was so deaf that

he could hear nothing in public, yet with characteristic faithful

ness he was seldom absent, saying he went to church because it

was his duty to go, and he wished to be in his place. He was

known as a man of large hospitality, and kindly Christian

character. He died at the old home, June 27th, 1898.

WILLIAM COGSWELL was one of the Charter members of

the First Cornwallis Church, and Deacon from the time of

organization until his death. He served also as Clerk of the

church for many years.
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CHAPTER VIII.

WORKERS SENT OUT.

NE of the most delightful features of a church of Jesus

Christ is its power to sound out the word of the Lord.

In the early days of Christianity care was taken to

plant churches where they might become centres of

influence. Hence such places as Jerusalem, Antioch,

Philippi, Corinth, Thessalonica, and Rome were

chosen. Cornwallis, whether considered geographi

cally, educationally, socially or religiously, may fittingly be

classed with the above named centres. We have already seen

that the First Cornwallis Church has been the mother of four

churches in adjacent communities. But these daughters, influ

ential as they have been and shall be, only represent a fraction

of the parent s influence. It may be said of her what Kipling

says of England :

&quot; There dwells a wife by the Northern Gate,

And a wealthy wife is. she ;

She breeds a breed o rovin men
And casts them over sea,&quot;

Volumes might be written about these workers, who have

been sent forth near and far. The old records abound in refer

ences to them. Now it is a pastor for some more or less pro
minent church

;
now a missionary ;

now an educationist
;
now

an individual or family that goes out into the great harvest

field. Below are given brief sketches of some of the more

prominent workers sent forth by this prolific mother. Much of

the material has been taken from Dr. Bill s and Dr. Saunders

Histories.

REV. ROBERT DICKIE was licensed to preach by the First

07)



68 OHC Hundred Years with Cornwallis Baptists.

Cormvallis Baptist Church. Me was ordained over the church at

Falmouth in 1830. He was also pastor at Liverpool and Milton

fora number of years. Afterward he removed to the Western

States, where he died. He was a successful minister of the

Gospel.

REV. JAMKS MANNING was a brother of Edward Manning.
Born in Ireland. Converted in 1789, when about twenty six

years of age. He then united with the Congregational Church,

under the care of Rev. John Payzant. He subsequently became

a Baptist, and was baptized at Cornwallis by Rev. T. H.Chipman.
In 1796 he was ordained pastor over the church at Lower Gran-

ville, where he died May 1818. Like others of that time, he

travelled over different sections of Nova Scotia and New Bruns

wick, and sometimes into the State of Maine, preaching Christ,

and with much effect.

REV. CHARLES TUPPER, D. D., was born in Cornwallis,

August i6th, 1794. United with the First Cornwallis Baptist

Church 1813, and was ordained 1819; was active as teacher,

preacher, temperance lecturer and editor. Held pastorates at

Amherst, Fredericton, St, John, Tryon and Lower Aylesford.

Received the honorary degree of M. A. from Acadia in 1862,

and that of D. D. in 1857.

REV. RuFUS SANFORD. Graduated from Acadia in 1869,

took M. A. in 1873; taught in Horton Academy 1869-70;

graduated from Newton in 1873 ;
ordained at Billtown in 1873.

Was one of the first missionaries from the Maritime Provinces

to the Telegus. Still labors in the foreign field.

REV. GEO. WILLIAM THOMAS, born in Cornwallis, son of

Deacon William Thomas. Graduated at Acadia in 1873,

ordained pastor of Canso Church in 1874 ; graduated at New
ton Theological Seminary ;

was pastor of church at Roslindale,

Mass. Died at Canard in 1882. &quot;He lived in deeds not

years.&quot;

REV. WILLIAM CHIPMAN died on July i4th, 1865, aged
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eighty-three years. He was baptized when about seventeen by
Rev. Edward Manning. He se ved for years as clerk and deacon

of the First Cornwallis Church. He was ordained pastor of the

Second Cornwallis Church in 1829 and resigned in 1858.

Through his long life he was devoted to the interests of the

denomination and was ever held in the highest esteem.

REV. JOHN CHASE, born in Cornwallis in 1804, converted

in 1829, baptized by Elder Manning, and soon began preaching
as a licentiate. Was ordained at Billtown, June 1st, 1835 ;

became pastor of Bridgetown Church in 1839, where he con

tinued eleven years. In 1850 he removed to Wolfville. where

he acted as agent for the college, and started a seminary for

young ladies. He died November I3th, 1879. Was a man of

rare endowments.

REV. JOHN E. COGSWELL was born in Cornwallis ;
con

verted under the ministry of Rev. Edward Manning, by whom he

was baptized. He joined the First Cornwallis Baptist Church,

where he also began his ministry ;
was ordained in 1838. He

soon removed to Cumberland, where most of the years of his

ministry were spent. Here he died suddenly in 1856.

REV. ABRAHAM STRONACH, died July 20. 1872; was

ordained October 6, 1836, over the Third Cornwallis Church,

Billtown, where he labored about seventeen years. He was

very modest and retiring, a good man and effective preacher.

REV. SILAS TKRTUIS RAND D. D., D. C. L., L. L. D.. was

born in Cornwallis, May 18, 1810. Died at Hantsport, X. S.

Oct. 4th, 1889. Baptized in 1842 by Elder Manning licensed

by First Cornwallis Church. Ordained in 1834, and held pas
torates at Parrsboro, Liverpool, Windsor and Charlottetown. In

1853 ne removed to Hantsport where he spent the rest of his

life. He was preacher, author and missionary, especially to the

Micmacs. He had a great aptitude for languages of which he

knew seven or eight.

REV. T. H. PORTER died at Wilmot, N. S. April 12, 1869
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in the sixty fourth year of his age. He was ordained in 1833,

was pastor at Port Medway, Hammond s Plains, Sackville and

Canso. He was an earnest, useful man.

REV. WM. PULSIFER born at Chester 1793. He was

licensed by the First Cornwallis Church, ordained at Upham,

Kings Co. N. B. Preached in New Brunswick and Maine.

Died in 1871.

THEODORE HARDING RAND, D. C. L., was born at Corn

wallis, Feb. 8, 1835. Though never a member of the First

Cornwallis Church, he attended its services as a boy, and while

at Acadia College united with the church in Wolfville. After

graduating in 1860 he taught in Horton Academy and then in

the Provincial Normal School. He was Superintendent of

Education in Nova Scotia, and later in New Brunswick and did

much in organizing and establishing the present public School

system. For two years he was Professor in Acadia College.

From there he went to Toronto as Professor in the Baptist

College. That was in 1885 and with the exception of vacations

he spent the remainder of his life in Toronto. For four years

he was chancellor of MacMaster University. Besides being a

teacher and educator he was a poet, as his
&quot; At Minas Basin

&quot;

and &quot;Song Waves &quot;

testify. He was for a time connected with

the University of New Brunswick and that institution was about

to confer on him the degree of LL. D. But the day he would

have received it he was called to higher honors. He died May
2Qth, 1900 as he was on his way to N. S. He was buried from

the house of his birth in Canard. One who was for a time his

pastor says: &quot;Were I to single out the most impressive char

acteristic of Dr. Rand s life as I knew him, I should fix upon
his instinctive passion for influencing other lives.&quot;

REV. INGRAHAM E. BILL, D. D., was born 1805 at

Cornwallis, died at St. Martin s 1891. In 1827 began to preach,

ordained at Nictaux 1829. His twenty years pastorate there was
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much blessed. He preached in many places, was a true friend

of Acadia College. Was pastor of Germain St. Church, St.

John for eleven years, during that time was editor of the
&quot; Christian Visitor.&quot; His converts were many. He was an ex

traordinary man and minister, loving and beloved. He wrote
&quot;

Fifty years with the
Baptists.&quot;

Was a Governor of Acadia

College for many years.

AARON THORPE, native of Cornwallis, studied at Horton

Academy and Acadia College. Was licensed in 1853 and in

1855 took charge of Pereaux Church. Died in Guysborough.

MRS. W. B. BO&amp;lt;;GS (nee Flora Eaton) was born at Lower

Canard, 1852. She went under appointment of the F. M. Board

of the Maritime Baptist Convention to Burmah in 1873. Sub

sequently she became the wife of Rev. W. B. Boggs and with

her husband successfully labored under A. B. M. Union in

India.

REV. R. D. PORTER was licensed by the Cornwallis

Church. Graduated from Acadia College in 1857. Received

M. A. Degree in 1861. Has held pastorates at Hebron, Law-
rencetown and other places. On account of failing health has

given himself for a number of years to agriculture.

REV. O. C. WALLACE, D. D., was granted a license to

preach in 1874. Graduated from Acadia College in 1883.

Took M. A. Degree in 1889. Held pastorates in Lawrence,

Mass., and Bloor St. Toronto, from which he was called to the

chancellorship of MacMaster University. Is now serving the

First Baptist Church, Lowell, Mass.

REV. JOSHUA T. EATON, son of Deacon Henry K. Eaton,

was licensed to preach by the Cornwallis Church. Ordained at

St. Stephen in 1876. Has held pastorates at Paradise, Law-

rencetown, Smith s Cove and Weymouth. Married Minnie

DeWolfe, returned missionary. A man of beautiful spirit and

large usefulness.
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FRANK EATON, son of Freeman Eaton, Lower Canard, was

licensed by the First Cornwallis Church in 1906, did mission

work in Halifax County during college vacation. Graduated

from Acadia 1907. Now pastor at Port Hawkesbury.





Thomas Rand.

William Eaton. Joshua Ells. William Thorpe.

Henry K. Eaton. William Thomas.



CHAPTER IX.

OLD TIME CUSTOMS.

n
T is not wisdom that teaches of the former times as

being better than the present, nor can we afford to

undervalue the useful customs of the past in church

life or social life. Customs ancient or modern, are

but castings in the moulds of environment. Good
habits are means to noble ends. The simple cus

toms of our fathers and mothers in the early days of

Nova Scotia s history, along religious and economic

lines, produced the most valuable assets we inherit from them.

The remembrance of the old time customs, by the Octogenarians
of to-day, may be worth recording as a part of our history.

Especially may this be true of the history of our Baptist churches

of Nova Scotia. For this purpose I now write of the past of

our people as I have seen them.

MODES OF TRAVEL.

In the early days of the nineteenth century the territory of

a Baptist Church, where one was found, was the whole county
in which it was located. The first pastors were travelling

Evangelists rather than settled pastors. Their itinerancy was

wide and constant. The country was sparsely settled. The
roads through the bush rough. The popular mode of travel

was on foot or on horseback. In the first days of my attending

public worship men and women from long distances came on

horseback, frequently the husband in the saddle and the wife or

daughter mounted behind him, with her arm around his waist

by which to maintain her position. Women as well as men

performed long journeys in the saddle. Our old ministers

(7J)
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were furnished with leather saddle bags in which they carried a

few changes under clothing. I have seen leather lined trousers

as a part of their equipment for this service. We may be assur

ed that religious services and public worship meant a great deal

to our fathers and mothers under these circumstances.

The DOMESTIC CUSTOMS of the day then as now, shaped
the religious. It was only by the most careful economy that

comfortable housekeeping was maintained. A heavy burden

in the family, perhaps the heaviest burden, rested upon the

mothers and daughters. In addition to the preparation of the

food, the manufacture of the clothing fell to their lot. Very
little of imported goods were in use. The women took the

wool and flax and smaller quantities of cotton in the raw state,

and by hand manufactured and made up the clothing for the

entire family. They braided straw and made hats in large

quantities for family use, and for sale. They knit socks and

mittens and bartered for the few finer goods they used.

Among my earliest recollections is that of my mother,

after a hard days work in the hand loom or with the big spin

ning wheel, sitting by the fire light or with a lighted tallow dip,

knitting socks by which to pay her fee in the &quot; female mite

society
&quot;

for missions, and her contribution to the building of

Acadia College in the days of its infancy. These were times of

holy consecration, and of self sacrificing service.

DENOMINATIONAL MEETINGS AND PUBLIC WORSHIP.

Since the organization of the Association for Nova Scotia

and New Brunswick in June 1800 an annual meeting has been

held. Later a yearly meeting of the churches of N. S. was in

stituted and was an occasion of much interest. In these, de

nominational affairs were attended to, and spiritual life cultured

by special religious service. The members of our churches at

tending these gatherings returned to their homes aflame with re

ligious zeal. Thus the fellowship and missionary purposes of our

churches were matured. For the most part, in these days 1835
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public worship was held in private houses. Large gatherings

and special occasions, such as ordinations etc., were accommo

dated in barns when the weather permitted. Baptist meeting
houses were few and far between. Public halls were quite un

known in the country. There were but few school-houses and

these of small size. Rough seats were provided, and neighbors

assembling brought with them the tallow candles for the even

ing services, which were always given out to commence at early

candle light, as clocks and watches were not in common use.

The Baptist Meeting Houses of our fathers were severely

plain in style. Both their poverty and their religious traditions

contributed to this. When in 1843 the Nictaux Church built

their second meeting house they put a small tower upon it.

Some of the brotherhood interpreted this as an expression of

the aristocratic and High Church notions of this good people.

One of the good old ministers said he really wished that the

next thunderstorm that came up the valley would devote its

heaviest clap to that steeple. The order of worship was very

simple and suitable for the church and the ability of the congre

gations. Anti ritualistic ideas prevailed with the Newlights.
In the service of song Dr. Watts hymn book was used generally.

A small book known as the collection hymn book with religious

songs of other authors was in use for social services. Instru

mental music was quite unheard of in Baptist churches. A
very strong prejudice prevailed against it, born of the fact that

the riddle led the dance in profane revelry, by which our people

previous to their conversion were led in the broadway hell-ward.

These new born souls abhorred all this, and the musical instru

ment was discarded. All quick music was listened to with

jealous care. Among the collection hymns in use some popular
selections were set to music of this kind. A good sister who
was greatly disturbed by this, appealed to Father Theodore

Harding. His answer was &quot; O Sister, this was the devil s tune,

but we ve converted it, and it is all right now.&quot;

The Singing School was a common institution. The young
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people attended the evening sessions from long distances. These

were popular and delightful social events. The ability to read

music at sight was common. The service of song in the wor

ship of our fathers was with the spirit and the understanding,

grand and uplifting. When the hymn was given out, the choir

formed in a circle in front of the pulpit. They took the chord

and the time from the leader, and the several parts were sustain

ed with precision. When the hymn was sung the}- each took

their several places in the congregation. The people remained

seated in this part of the service. At prayer the congregation
arose and turned their faces from the minister. The pulpit was

usually built high up against the wall and the Deacon s pew was

under it, or near by in a conspicuous place, where these officers

of the church sat, with grave dignity.

The conference or covenant meetings of the church were

held monthly, or as frequently as circumstances permitted, on

the Saturday before the communion Sabbath. At these ser

vices every member of the church was expected to be present,

to tell of the dealings of the Lord with their souls during the

past month, and to renew their covenant engagement with God
and their brothers and sisters in the church. If they were not

present at conference to do this they were given an opportunity
to do so at the communion service, but they were not allowed

to partake at the ccmmunion without this expression of fellow

ship. Members absenting themselves from these services were

subject to the censure of the church for breach of covenant.

The discipline of the church was rigid. The church was in

authority, committees were constantly on the trail of delinquents.

Offenders received judicial treatment. Confessions of wrong

doing were demanded by the church, and made in the public

assembly by the backsliders, ere they could be restored to the

fellowship of the church. I remember a case of this kind when
I was a boy. A good brother in a quarrel with a neighbor
knocked him down with a hand spike. The churches honor

was imperilled by this act and a public confession was the ver

dict. To this the offending brother readily consented. After
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sermon he was call upon by the pastor. He arose and in a

hesitating \vay confessed he had done wrong to his neighbor.

He thought he had hit him a little too hard for which he was

very sorry, and he asked the forgiveness of the church. This

ended the case. The brother was restored. Excluded members
were read out in the Sunday assembly. Once, I remember

sixteen of one family name and a colored brother were read out

in this way, as the result of a church quarrel. Pages of the old

church records are filled with processes of discipline, doubtless

much for the cause of righteousness was accomplished by these

crude methods. Our fathers did the best they knew. In our

time we ought to follow a more excellent way. As glorious

manifestations of the Holy Spirit s saving power had been wit

nessed, man made revivals, or any endeavor in that direction

was held in pardonable contempt by the old Baptist people.

Many of our modern evangelistic customs would not be tolerat

ed at all. Their habit was to wait for
&quot;

the sound of the going in

the tops of the mulberry trees
&quot; and then to bestir themselves.

Three of the old pastors on one occasion consulted on the low

state of religion in their churches. They resolved to bring

things to pass by holding protracted meetings in several places,

by united effort. So they began by calling the people together

in one place for a pentecostal blessing. When the time for

action came all were in midnight darkness. Neither of the

pastors could preach or pray with any freedom. The} were

conscience stricken for having run before the} were sent, and

ashamed before their people. Without consultation they each,

as one of them told me, sneaked off to his home like a whipped

dog, without a consultation. They were careful not to repeat

that experiment.
But our fathers had their seasons of &quot;

open vision
&quot;

of

which our modern pastors and evangelists seem to know but

little. In 1827 Thomas Ainsley heard the voice of God calling

him to preach to the people of Yarmouth, a hundred miles from

his home. He obeyed. He won hundreds of converts and

changed for the better, the whole current of Baptist affairs in
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that county. At a later date Nathaniel Vidito and Ingram E.

Bill saw in vision work for them to do in Liverpool, They

obeyed the call. They traveled sixty miles through the woods

and won lost sinners to Christ. Pages of this class of our

history could be written. The old Baptist leaders were not

scientists, but they were sensible. Their teaching was along in

ductive lines. They constructed their theories on facts, and left

it for modern theologions to practice deductive science and to

found their facts arid theories.



CHAPTER X.

THE CHURCH OF THE PRESENT.

IIIEFLV for the benefit of those who shall be inquir

ing a hundred years hence it is proposed, in this clos

ing chapter, to record some facts in connection with

the church at the beginning of the second century
of its existence.

The territory occupied, though small in compari
son to that covered in the time of Rev. Edward Man

ning and Rev. A. S. Hunt, is large, when measured by the

ordinary pastorate of to-day. The chief centres for public

worship are Upper Canard, Lower Canard and Port Williams.

Within a radius of from three to seven miles are Sheffield

Mills, Centreville, Steam Mill Village, Greenwich and Chipman
Corner, all of which contribute more or less largely to the

church and congregation.

After the Centennial celebration a conference of workers

was held, and by way of marking the beginning of the new cen

tury it was decided that the pastor should conduct a monthly
mid-week preaching service in such of these communities as

would agree to maintain a weekly prayer meeting. It was

hoped that this policy would tend to strengthen the Sunday
services and Conference meeting at Upper Canard, as well as

develop spiritual life in the sections adopting it. If the people
will look to God for the larger vision, these results will, no

doubt, be accomplished. Sectionalism is one of the worst

enemies of the Kingdom of Christ. Upper Canard, Lower
Canard and Port Williams, by giving up alternately the services

of the pastor to make the arrangement possible, have shown

themselves to be possessed of the unselfish spirit. If the outly-

(79)
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ing districts shall prove equal to considering themselves as parts

of a whole, and, while doing their best to maintain the local

cause, if they are loyal to the central work, they will be emin

ently wise in their generation.

There are three hundred resident, and forty-five non-resi

dent, members on the roll. About one hundred of these are

connected with the Port William s branch. The roll has quite

recently been revised so that these figures may be considered as

fairly accurate.

Following is a list of Officers and Committees for 1907 :

PASTOR F. H. Deals.

CLERK A. S. McDonald.

DEACONS Allen Welton, R. Everett Rand. Charles E. Ells,

Ezekiel K. lllsley, A. S. McDonald, Robert W. Rand, Otis G. Cogs
well, Albert Eaton, T. J. Borden.

TRUSTEES Freeman Eaton, Charles E. Ells, E. K. lllsley, Allen

Weiton, A. S. McDonald, R. W. Rand, Walter Eaton.

TREASURERS R. E. RAND, T. J. Borden.

HOUSE COMMITTEE William H. Belcher, R. W. Rand. Ernest

Hai-ris.

FINANCE COMMITTEE James McGowan, Freeman Eaton, Fred

Thomas, Trneman Eaton, A. S. McDonald.

CONTRIBUTIONS :

Pastor s Salary and Current Expenses, $1,198.89

Denominational Work, - 447.80

UPPER CANARD S. SCHOOL Superintendent : A. S. McDonald.

Enrolment, 70. Contributions, $55.

LOWKR CANARD S. SCHOOL Organized 1857. Superintendents
from beginning : D. R. PJaton, C. T. Eaton, J. E. Lockwood, L. H.

Eaton, C. E. Ells, Albert Eaton, N. A. Eaton, C. C. H. Eaton, Free
man A. Eaton, J. E. McGowan, J. A. Bordeii, A. M. Bordeu, L. S.

Messenger, R. O. Chisholm, Walter Eaton, Frank M. Eaton, J. A.

Borden, J. E. McGowan, Freeman Eaton. The long list is owing to

the custom of each interested man in the community taking his turn.

Enrolment 130. Contributions $03.03.

PORT WILLIAMS S. SCHOOL Organized 1857. Superintendents
from beginning : John Grierson, Daniel Cogswell, Thomas H. Borden,
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Gnstavus Bishop, Trueinan Bishop, J. E. Lockwood, George H. Tllsley,

L. H. Eaton, Thomas Smith, R. W. Rand, C. A. Campbell, Otis G.

Cogswell. Contributions, $50.48.

CANARD W. M. A. SOCIETY Organized 1870. Presidents in order

from organization : Mrs. Mayhew Beckwith, Mrs. Joshua Ells, Mrs.

Wm. Hardwick, Mrs. Albert Eaton, Mrs. C. H. Martell, Mrs. C. H.

Eaton, Mrs. D. E. Hatt, Mrs. Aubrey Borden, Mrs. F. H. Beals. The

following have been made life members : Mrs. W. B. Boggs, Mrs.

Henry A. Eaton, Miss Alice L. Eaton, Mrs. Albert Eaton, Mrs. E. H.

Eaton, Mrs. John Baxter, Mrs. Mayhew Beckwith, Mrs. William

Farnham, Miss Anna E. Eaton, Mrs. D. E. Hatt, Mrs. R. E. Rand,
Miss Alice M. Eaton, Mrs. R. O. Chisholm, Mrs. Bessie Baxter, Miss

Irene Eaton, Mrs. William H. Belcher, Mrs. James Eaton, Miss Win
nie Eaton, Mrs. Aubrey Borden.

PORT WILLIAMS W. M. A. SOCIETY Organized 1888. Presidents

from organization : Mrs. T. E. Smith, Mrs. Daniel Cogswell, Mrs. C.H.

Martell, Miss Florence McGee, Miss Addie Cogswell, Mrs. C. A.

Campbell. Life Members : Mrs. Joseph Bezanson, Mrs. C. A. Camp
bell, Miss Addie Cogswell, Mrs. Allen Welton, Miss Florence McGee,
Miss Ella Wood, Mrs. Hay, Mrs. Sydney Borden, Mrs. Henry Coiig-

don . Contributions $96.32.

CENTREVILLE S. SCHOOL Superintendent : Austin Whalen. En
rolment 31. Contributions $14.00.

UPPER CANARD B. Y. P. U. President, Miss Gertrude McDonald.

Secretary, Miss Irene Rand.

LOWER CANARD B. Y P. U. President, C. E. Ells. Secretary,
Miss Carrie Eaton.

PORT WILLIAMS C. E. SOCIETY President, Miss Ella Wood.

Secretary, Miss Evelyn Gates.

In many respects the church is finely conditioned for a

career of future usefulness. She has a territory that is bound

to be populous and productive as long as present physical con

ditions exist
;
she has a membership composed mainly of men

and women who are worthy representatives of their Puritan

ancestors
;
she has an unencumbered property worth twelve

thousand dollars, and capable of being made suitable to her

growing needs
;
she has a board of deacons composed of men

of exceptional intelligence and piety ;
she has a history rich in

varied achievement, and consecrated lives
;
and above all she
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has the promise of the blessing of Almighty God. But the

possession of all these things does not insure success. Even
the blessing of God is conditional, and the precious legacies of

the fathers are capable of being squandered by prodigal sons.

All will depend upon the members now living and their

successors. If they shall determine to prosecute the work re

verently, unitedly and zealously, the church will go forth &quot;fair

as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with

banners.&quot;














